
The cornerstone of ICOM is the ICOM Code 
of Ethics for Museums. It sets minimum standards 
of professional practice and performance for 
museums and their staff. In joining the organisation, 
ICOM members undertake to abide by this Code. 

The ICOM Code of Professional Ethics was adopted 
unanimously by the 15th General Assembly of ICOM 
in Buenos Aires (Argentina) on 4 November, 1986. 
It was amended by the 20th General Assembly 
in Barcelona (Spain) on 6 July 2001, retitled 
ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums, and revised 
by the 21st General Assembly in Seoul 
(Republic of Korea) on 8 October, 2004.

First published in the three official languages 
of ICOM, the Code of Ethics has been 
translated into numerous other languages 
by ICOM’s committees.
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PREAMBLE
The ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums has been prepared 
by the International Council of Museums. It is the statement 
of ethics for museums referred to in the ICOM Statutes. 
The Code reflects principles generally accepted by 
the international museum community. Membership of ICOM 
and the payment of the annual subscription to ICOM 
are an affirmation of the ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums.

The ICOM Code presents a minimum standard for museums. 
It is presented as a series of principles supported by guidelines 
for desirable professional practice. In some countries, certain 
minimum standards are defined by law or government 
regulation. In others, guidance on and assessment of minimum 
professional standards may be available in the form 
of ‘Accreditation’, ‘Registration’, or similar evaluative schemes. 
Where such standards are not defined, guidance can be 
obtained through the ICOM Secretariat, a relevant National 
Committee of ICOM, or the appropriate International 
Committee of ICOM. It is also intended that individual nations 
and the specialised organisations connected with museums 
should use this Code as a basis for developing additional 
standards.

The ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums was first published 
in the three official languages of the organisation: English, 
French and Spanish. ICOM welcomes the translation 
of the Code into other languages and has set translation 
guidelines that can be obtained through its General Secretariat.
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MUSEUMS PRESERVE, INTERPRET
AND PROMOTE THE NATURAL
AND CULTURAL INHERITANCE

OF HUMANITY.

Principle
Museums are responsible for the tangible
and intangible natural and cultural heritage.
Governing bodies and those concerned
with the strategic direction and oversight
of museums have a primary responsibility
to protect and promote this heritage as well
as the human, physical and financial resources
made available for that purpose.
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Principle
Museums are responsible for the tangible 
and intangible natural and cultural heritage. 
Governing bodies and those concerned 
with the strategic direction and oversight 
of museums have a primary responsibility 
to protect and promote this heritage as well 
as the human, physical and financial resources 
made available for that purpose.

1.1 Enabling Documentation
The governing body should ensure that the museum has 
a written and published constitution, statute, or other public 
document in accordance with national laws, which clearly 
states the museum’s legal status, mission, permanence 
and non-profit nature. 

1.2 Statement of the Mission, Objectives and Policies
The governing body should prepare, publicise and be guided 
by a statement of the mission, objectives and policies 
of the museum and of the role and composition 
of the governing body.

1.3 Premises
The governing body should ensure adequate premises 
with a suitable environment for the museum to fulfil 
the basic functions defined in its mission. 

1.4 Access
The governing body should ensure that the museum 
and its collections are available to all during reasonable 
hours and for regular periods. Particular regard should 
be given to those persons with special needs.

1.5 Health and Safety
The governing body should ensure that institutional 
standards of health, safety and accessibility apply 
to its personnel and visitors.
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ePsf] ;'lgZrt ug'{ kb{5 hxfF ;+u|xfnosf] sfg"gL cj:yf, Wo]o, :yfloTj 
/ u}/–gfkmfd"ns k|s[ltsf] ePsf] k|i6?kdf pNn]v ePsf] x'g'kb{5 .
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1.6 Protection Against Disasters
The governing body should develop and maintain policies 
to protect the public and personnel, the collections and other 
resources against natural and human-made disasters.

1.7 Security Requirements
The governing body should ensure appropriate security 
to protect collections against theft or damage in displays, 
exhibitions, working or storage areas and while in transit. 

1.8 Insurance and Indemnity
Where commercial insurance is used for collections, 
the governing body should ensure that such cover is adequate 
and includes objects in transit or on loan and other items 
that are the responsibility of the museum. When an indemnity 
scheme is in use, it is necessary that material not in 
the ownership of the museum be adequately covered.

1.9 Funding
The governing body should ensure that there are sufficient 
funds to carry out and develop the activities of the museum. 
All funds must be accounted for in a professional manner. 

1.10 Income-generating Policy
The governing body should have a written policy regarding 
sources of income that it may generate through its activities 
or accept from outside sources. Regardless of funding source, 
museums should maintain control of the content and integrity 
of their programmes, exhibitions and activities. 
Income-generating activities should not compromise 
the standards of the institution or its public (see 6.6).

1.11 Employment Policy 
The governing body should ensure that all action concerning 
personnel is taken in accordance with the policies of 
the museum as well as the proper and legal procedures. 

1.12 Appointment of the Director or Head
The director or head of the museum is a key post and when 
making an appointment, governing bodies should have regard 
for the knowledge and skills required to fill the post effectively. 
These qualities should include adequate intellectual ability 
and professional knowledge, complemented by a high standard 
of ethical conduct.

1.13 Access to Governing Bodies
The director or head of a museum should be directly 
responsible, and have direct access, to the relevant 
governing bodies. 

1.14 Competence of Museum Personnel
The employment of qualified personnel with the expertise 
required to meet all responsibilities is necessary 
(see also 2.19; 2.24; section 8). 

1.15 Training of Personnel
Adequate opportunities for the continuing education 
and professional development of all museum personnel 
should be arranged to maintain an effective workforce. 

1.16 Ethical Conflict
The governing body should never require museum personnel 
to act in a way that could be considered to conflict 
with the provisions of this Code of Ethics, or any national 
law or specialist code of ethics. 

!=^ ljkbaf6 ;'/Iff
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nu]sf ;+u|xfnosf ;fdfu|Lx? Pj+ ;+u|xfnosf] lhDd]jf/Ldf ePsf cGo 
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1.6 Protection Against Disasters
The governing body should develop and maintain policies 
to protect the public and personnel, the collections and other 
resources against natural and human-made disasters.

1.7 Security Requirements
The governing body should ensure appropriate security 
to protect collections against theft or damage in displays, 
exhibitions, working or storage areas and while in transit. 

1.8 Insurance and Indemnity
Where commercial insurance is used for collections, 
the governing body should ensure that such cover is adequate 
and includes objects in transit or on loan and other items 
that are the responsibility of the museum. When an indemnity 
scheme is in use, it is necessary that material not in 
the ownership of the museum be adequately covered.

1.9 Funding
The governing body should ensure that there are sufficient 
funds to carry out and develop the activities of the museum. 
All funds must be accounted for in a professional manner. 

1.10 Income-generating Policy
The governing body should have a written policy regarding 
sources of income that it may generate through its activities 
or accept from outside sources. Regardless of funding source, 
museums should maintain control of the content and integrity 
of their programmes, exhibitions and activities. 
Income-generating activities should not compromise 
the standards of the institution or its public (see 6.6).

1.11 Employment Policy 
The governing body should ensure that all action concerning 
personnel is taken in accordance with the policies of 
the museum as well as the proper and legal procedures. 

1.12 Appointment of the Director or Head
The director or head of the museum is a key post and when 
making an appointment, governing bodies should have regard 
for the knowledge and skills required to fill the post effectively. 
These qualities should include adequate intellectual ability 
and professional knowledge, complemented by a high standard 
of ethical conduct.

1.13 Access to Governing Bodies
The director or head of a museum should be directly 
responsible, and have direct access, to the relevant 
governing bodies. 

1.14 Competence of Museum Personnel
The employment of qualified personnel with the expertise 
required to meet all responsibilities is necessary 
(see also 2.19; 2.24; section 8). 

1.15 Training of Personnel
Adequate opportunities for the continuing education 
and professional development of all museum personnel 
should be arranged to maintain an effective workforce. 

1.16 Ethical Conflict
The governing body should never require museum personnel 
to act in a way that could be considered to conflict 
with the provisions of this Code of Ethics, or any national 
law or specialist code of ethics. 
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;+lxtfsf k|fjwfgx? jf s'g} klg /fli6«o sfg"g jf s'g} k|sf/sf] ljz]if1 
cfrf/ ;+lxtf;Fu aflemg ;Sg] sfddf nufpg x'Fb}g . 
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— II —
MUSEUMS THAT 

MAINTAIN COLLECTIONS 
HOLD THEM IN TRUST 

FOR THE BENEFIT OF SOCIETY 
AND ITS DEVELOPMENT.

1.17 Museum Personnel and Volunteers
The governing body should have a written policy on volunteer 
work that promotes a positive relationship between volunteers 
and members of the museum profession. 

1.18 Volunteers and Ethics
The governing body should ensure that volunteers, when 
conducting museum and personal activities, are fully 
conversant with the ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums 
and other applicable codes and laws. 

!=!& ;+u|xfnosf sd{rf/L tyf :jo+;]js

;~rfns lgsfo;Fu :jo+;]js / ;+u|xfno k]zf ;b:ox?sf aLr ;sf/

fTds ;DaGwnfO{ k|a4{g ug]{ lnlvt gLlt x'g' kb{5 .

!=!* :jo+ ;]js / cfrf/gLlt

:jo+;]jsx?n] ;+u|xfno;Fu ;DalGwt tyf JolQmut?kdf s'g} ultljlwx? 
ubf{ pgLx? ;+u|xfnox? ;DaGwL cfOsd cfrf/–;+lxtf tyf ;DalGwt 
cGo sfg"gx?;Fu k"0f{?kn] hfgsf/ ePsf] ;~rfns lgsfon] ;'lglZrt 

ug'{ kb{5 .



 ;+u|lxt j:t'x?nfO{ ;Dxfn]/ /fVg] 
;+u|xfnox?n] ;dfhsf] lxt / o;sf] 
ljsf;sf nflu ltgLx?sf] /]vb]v 

ub{5g\ .

–– @ ––

MUSEUMS THAT
MAINTAIN COLLECTIONS

HOLD THEM IN TRUST
FOR THE BENEFIT OF SOCIETY

AND ITS DEVELOPMENT.

l;4fGt
k|fs[lts, ;fF:s[lts tyf j}1flgs ;Dkbf ;+/If0fsf] of]
ubfg :j?k ;+u|xfnox?n] cfgf ;+u|lxt j:t'x? k|fKt 
ug'{, ;+/If0f ug'{ Pj+ k|a4{g ug'{ pgLx?sf] st{Jo xf] . 
pgLx?sf ;+u|lxt j:t'x? dxTjk"0f{ ;fj{hlgs ;Dkbf 
x'g\, ltgLx?sf] sfg"gdf ljz]if :yfg x'G5 /  
ltgLx?nfO{ cGt/f{li6«o sfg"gåf/f ;+/If0f k|bfg ul/Psf] 
x'G5 . of] ;fj{hlgs ljZjf;sf] cGto{df /]vb]v ug]{ eGg] 
clek|fo x'G5 h;df a}wflgs :jfldTj, :yfloTj,  
clen]vLs/0f, kx"Fr tyf lhDd]jf/Lk"0f{ tj/af6 lj;h{g 
ug]{ nufotsf s'/fx? ;dfj]z ePsf x'G5g\ .

Principle
Museums have the duty to acquire, preserve
and promote their collections as a contribution
to safeguarding the natural, cultural and scientific
heritage. Their collections are a significant public
inheritance, have a special position in law
and are protected by international legislation.
Inherent in this public trust is the notion
of stewardship that includes rightful ownership,
permanence, documentation, accessibility
and responsible disposal.
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Principle
Museums have the duty to acquire, preserve 
and promote their collections as a contribution 
to safeguarding the natural, cultural and scientific 
heritage. Their collections are a significant public 
inheritance, have a special position in law 
and are protected by international legislation. 
Inherent in this public trust is the notion 
of stewardship that includes rightful ownership, 
permanence, documentation, accessibility 
and responsible disposal.

2.1 Collections Policy
The governing body for each museum should adopt and publish 
a written collections policy that addresses the acquisition, 
care and use of collections. The policy should clarify 
the position of any material that will not be catalogued, 
conserved, or exhibited (see 2.7; 2.8). 

2.2 Valid Title 
No object or specimen should be acquired by purchase, gift, 
loan, bequest, or exchange unless the acquiring museum 
is satisfied that a valid title is held. Evidence of lawful ownership 
in a country is not necessarily valid title. 

2.3 Provenance and Due Diligence
Every effort must be made before acquisition to ensure that any 
object or specimen offered for purchase, gift, loan, bequest, or 
exchange has not been illegally obtained in, or exported from 
its country of origin or any intermediate country in which 
it might have been owned legally (including the museum’s own 
country). Due diligence in this regard should establish the full 
history of the item since discovery or production. 

2.4 Objects and Specimens from Unauthorised 
or Unscientific Fieldwork
Museums should not acquire objects where there is reasonable 
cause to believe their recovery involved unauthorised or 
unscientific fieldwork, or intentional destruction or damage 
of monuments, archaeological or geological sites, or of species 
and natural habitats. In the same way, acquisition should 
not occur if there has been a failure to disclose the finds 
to the owner or occupier of the land, or to the proper legal 
or governmental authorities. 

;+u|x0fLo ;fdfu|Lx?sf] ;+sng

@=! ;+sng gLlt

;~rfns lgsfon] k|To]s ;+u|xfnosf nflu lnlvt?kdf ;+sng gLltsf] 
cjnDjg tyf k|sfzg ug'{ kb{5 h;n] ;+u|x0fLo j:t'sf] ;+sng,  
/]vb]v / k|of]unfO{ ;+af]wg ub{5 . gLltn] s:tf j:t'x?sf] gfd;"rL 
agfpg], ;+/If0f jf k|bz{g gug]{ xf] To;;DaGwdf -;DalGwt ;+u|xfnosf]_ 
b[li6sf]0f k|i6 kfg'{kb{5 -@=&, @=* x]g'{xf];\_ .

@=@ sfg"gL xs

s'g} klg j:t' jf gd"gfx?sf] sfg"gL xssf af/]df ;+sng ug]{ ;+u|xfno 
;+t'i6 geP;Dd To:tf j:t' jf gd"gfx? vl/b u/]/, pkxf/ :j?k, 
;fk6Ldf, bfgbftJodf jf ;§fk§fdf lng' x'Fb}g . b]zdf ePsf] sfg"gL 
:jfdLTjsf] k|df0f g} clgjfo{ ?kdf sfg"gL xs x'G5 eGg] x'Fb}g .

@=# pb\ud:yn Pj+ oyf]lrt kl/>d

v/Lb ug{, pkxf/sf nflu, bfgbftJodf jf ;§fk§fsf nflu k|:tfj  
ul/Psf] s'g} klg j:t' jf gd"gfnfO{ ;+u|xfnosf nflu ;+sng ug'{eGbf 
klxn] ;DalGwt j:t'sf] pb\ud:ynsf ?kdf /x]sf] b]zaf6 jf aLrsf] s'g} 
b]z -:jo+ ;+u|xfno ePsf] b]z nufot_ hxfF sfg"gL tj/n] /flvPsf] klg 
x'g ;S5, To:tf b]zx?af6 u}/sfg"gL ?kdf ;+sng ul/Psf] jf lgof{t 
ul/Psf] xf]Og eGg] ;'lglZrt ug'{ kb{5 . o; ;DaGwdf ;DalGwt j:t'sf] 
pTklQ jf pTkfbgsf] k"0f{ Oltxf; k|dfl0ft ug{ prLt xf]lzof/Lsf ;fy 

k|oTg ug'{ kb{5 .

@=$ cgflws[t jf cj}1flgs :ynut sfo{af6 k|fKt j:t' tyf 
gd"gfx?

;+u|xfnox?n] ;+u|xfno, k'/ftflTjs jf e}ule{s :yn jf k|hflt Pj+ 
k|fs[lts jf;:yfgsf] cgflws[t jf cj}1flgs :ynut sfo{, lgotjz  
ul/Psf] tf]8kmf]8 jf Ifltaf6 k'g?4f/ ul/Psf] ljZjf; ug]{ prLt sf/0f 
5g\ eGg] nfu]df To:tf j:t'x? ;+sng ug'{ x'Fb}g . To;/L g}, km]nf  
kfl/Psf j:t'x?nfO{ To;sf] dflns jf ;DalGwt hUuf wgL jf ;DalGwt 
sfg"gL jf ;/sf/L clwsf/Lx? ;dIf k'i6L ug{ ;lsPg eg] To:tf] j:t' 
;+sng ug'{ x'Fb}g .
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2.5 Culturally Sensitive Material
Collections of human remains and material of sacred 
significance should be acquired only if they can be housed 
securely and cared for respectfully. This must be accomplished 
in a manner consistent with professional standards and 
the interests and beliefs of members of the community, ethnic 
or religious groups from which the objects originated, 
where these are known (see also 3.7; 4.3).

2.6 Protected Biological or Geological Specimens
Museums should not acquire biological or geological 
specimens that have been collected, sold, or otherwise 
transferred in contravention of local, national, regional 
or international law or treaty relating to wildlife protection 
or natural history conservation.

2.7 Living Collections 
When the collections include live botanical or zoological 
specimens, special consideration should be given to the natural 
and social environment from which they are derived as well 
as any local, national, regional or international law or treaty 
relating to wildlife protection or natural history conservation.

2.8 Working Collections 
The collections policy may include special considerations 
for certain types of working collections where the emphasis 
is on preserving cultural, scientific, or technical process rather 
than the object, or where objects or specimens are assembled 
for regular handling and teaching purposes (see also 2.1). 

2.9 Acquisition Outside Collections Policy
The acquisition of objects or specimens outside the museum’s 
stated policy should only be made in exceptional circumstances. 
The governing body should consider the professional opinions 
available to it and the views of all interested parties. 
Consideration will include the significance of the object 
or specimen, including its context in the cultural or natural 
heritage, and the special interests of other museums collecting 
such material. However, even in these circumstances, objects 
without a valid title should not be acquired (see also 3.4). 

2.10 Acquisitions Offered by Members of the Governing Body 
or Museum Personnel
Special care is required in considering any item, whether 
for sale, as a donation, or as a tax-benefit gift, from members 
of governing bodies, museum personnel, or the families 
and close associates of these persons.

2.11 Repositories of Last Resort
Nothing in this Code of Ethics should prevent a museum from 
acting as an authorised repository for unprovenanced, illicitly 
collected or recovered specimens or objects from the territory 
over which it has lawful responsibility.

@=% ;fF:s[lts?kn] ;+j]bgzLn ;fdfu|L

dfgj cjz]if tyf wfld{s dxTjsf ;fdfu|Lx? ;'/lIft tl/sfn] /fVg 
;lsg] Pj+ ;;Ddfg x]/rfx ug{ ;lsg] ePdfq} ;+sng ug'{ kb{5 . o;nfO{ 
Joj;flos :t/ tyf o:tf j:t'x?sf] pTklQ ePsf] ;d'bfo, hflt jf 
wfld{s ;d"x, –hxfF oL j:t'x?sf af/]df hfgsf/L /flvPsf] x'G5 —sf] 
cle?rL Pj+ ljZjf;;+ut x'g] u/L ;+sng ug'{k5{ -#=&, $=# klg x]g'{xf];_ .

@=^ ;+/lIft h}ljs jf ef}ule{s gd"gfx?

aGohGt" ;+/If0f jf k|fs[lts Oltxf;sf] ;+/If0f;Fu ;DalGwt :yfgLo, /
fli6«o, If]qLo jf cGt/f{li6«o sfg"g jf ;lGwsf] jlv{nfk x'g]u/L ;+sng 
ul/Psf a]lrPsf jf cGo tl/sfn] :yfgfGt/0f ul/Psf h}ljs,jf ef}ule{s 
gd"gfx? ;+u|xfonx?n] ;+sng ug'{ x'Fb}g . 

@=& ;lhj j:t'x?sf] ;+sng

;+slnt j:t'x?df ;lhj afg:klts jf k|f0fLzf:q ;DaGwL gd"gfx?  
;dfj]z ePdf To:tf j:t' pTklQ ePsf] k|fs[lts tyf ;fdflhs 
jftfj/0fsf ;fy} jGohGt' ;+/If0f jf k|fs[lts Oltxf;sf] ;+/If0f;Fu 
;DalGwt s'g} klg :yfgLo, /fli6«o, If]qLo jf cGt/f{li6«o sfg"g jf ;lGw 

k|lt ljz]if Wofg lbg' kb{5 .

@=* sfo{d"ns ;+sng 

lglZrt k|sf/sf] sfdsf ;Gbe{df hxfF j:t' eGbf klg To;sf] ;fF:s[lts, 
j}1flgs jf k|fljlws k|lqmofdf al9 hf]8 lbOG5 jf hxfF j:t' jf 
gd"gfx?nfO{ lgoldt ?kdf ;+sng u/]/ z}lIfs p2]Zox?sf nflu hDdf 
ul/G5 eg] To:tf] sfo{sf nflu ;+sng gLltdf ljz]if k|fjwfgx? ;dfj]z 
ug{ ;lsG5 -@=! klg x]g'{xf];_.
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2.5 Culturally Sensitive Material
Collections of human remains and material of sacred 
significance should be acquired only if they can be housed 
securely and cared for respectfully. This must be accomplished 
in a manner consistent with professional standards and 
the interests and beliefs of members of the community, ethnic 
or religious groups from which the objects originated, 
where these are known (see also 3.7; 4.3).

2.6 Protected Biological or Geological Specimens
Museums should not acquire biological or geological 
specimens that have been collected, sold, or otherwise 
transferred in contravention of local, national, regional 
or international law or treaty relating to wildlife protection 
or natural history conservation.

2.7 Living Collections 
When the collections include live botanical or zoological 
specimens, special consideration should be given to the natural 
and social environment from which they are derived as well 
as any local, national, regional or international law or treaty 
relating to wildlife protection or natural history conservation.

2.8 Working Collections 
The collections policy may include special considerations 
for certain types of working collections where the emphasis 
is on preserving cultural, scientific, or technical process rather 
than the object, or where objects or specimens are assembled 
for regular handling and teaching purposes (see also 2.1). 

2.9 Acquisition Outside Collections Policy
The acquisition of objects or specimens outside the museum’s 
stated policy should only be made in exceptional circumstances. 
The governing body should consider the professional opinions 
available to it and the views of all interested parties. 
Consideration will include the significance of the object 
or specimen, including its context in the cultural or natural 
heritage, and the special interests of other museums collecting 
such material. However, even in these circumstances, objects 
without a valid title should not be acquired (see also 3.4). 

2.10 Acquisitions Offered by Members of the Governing Body 
or Museum Personnel
Special care is required in considering any item, whether 
for sale, as a donation, or as a tax-benefit gift, from members 
of governing bodies, museum personnel, or the families 
and close associates of these persons.

2.11 Repositories of Last Resort
Nothing in this Code of Ethics should prevent a museum from 
acting as an authorised repository for unprovenanced, illicitly 
collected or recovered specimens or objects from the territory 
over which it has lawful responsibility.

@=( ;+sng gLlteGbf aflx/ uO ;+sng ug]{

ljlzi6 kl/j]zdf dfq} ;+u|xfnosf] 3f]lift gLlt aflx/ uO j:t' jf 
gd"gfx?sf] ;+sng ug'{ kb{5 . o; ;DaGwdf ;~rfns lgsfon] pknAw 
Joj;flos ljrf/x? Pj+ ;Da4 ;a} kIfx?sf b[li6sf]0fx?dfly ;f]rljrf/ 
k'¥ofpg' kb{5 . o;df ;DalGwt j:t' jf gd"gfnfO{ ;fF:s[lts jf k|fs[lts 
;Dkbf Pj+ cGo ;+u|xfnox?n] o:tf j:t'x?sf] ;+sngdf lbPsf] ljz]if 
cle?rLsf] kl/j]zdf o;sf] dxTjnfO{ ;dfj]z ul/G5 . tyflk, o:tf  
kl/j]zx?df klg sfg"gL xs gePsf j:t'x? ;+sng ug'{ x'Fb}g -#=$ klg 
x]g'{xf];\_.

@=!) ;~rfns lgsfosf ;b:o jf ;+u|xfnosf sd{rf/Ln] 
k|bfg ug{ rfx]sf ;+u|x0fLo j:t'x?

;~rfns lgsfosf ;b:o, ;+u|xfnosf sd{rf/L, jf oL JolStx?sf  
kl/jf/ jf lgs6 ;xof]uLx?n] a]rljvg, bfg jf s/ gnfUg] pkxf/sf 
?kdf k|bfg ug{ rfx]sf j:t'x? lng] s'/fsf] ljrf/ ubf{ ljz]if ;fjwfgL 
ckgfpg' kb{5 .

@=!! cfjZos ;|f]t kQf nfUg g;s]sf j:t'x?sf] e08f/

;+u|xfnonfO{ p;sf] sfg"gL lhDd]jf/L ePsf] e"efudf pb\ud:yn kQf 
gnfPsf, cj}wflgs ?kdf ;+sng ul/Psf jf k'g?4f/ ul/Psf gd"gf jf 
j:t'x?sf] cflwsf/Ls e08f/ ?kdf sfo{ ug{ of] cfrf/–;+lxtfsf s'g} klg 
s'/fx?n] /f]Sg' x'Fb}g .
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2.12 Legal or Other Powers of Disposal
Where the museum has legal powers permitting disposals, 
or has acquired objects subject to conditions of disposal, 
the legal or other requirements and procedures must be 
complied with fully. Where the original acquisition was subject 
to mandatory or other restrictions these conditions must 
be observed, unless it can be shown clearly that adherence 
to such restrictions is impossible or substantially detrimental 
to the institution and, if appropriate, relief may be sought 
through legal procedures.

2.13 Deaccessioning from Museum Collections
The removal of an object or specimen from a museum 
collection must only be undertaken with a full understanding 
of the significance of the item, its character (whether renewable 
or non-renewable), legal standing, and any loss of public trust 
that might result from such action.

2.14 Responsibility for Deaccessioning
The decision to deaccession should be the responsibility 
of the governing body acting in conjunction with the director 
of the museum and the curator of the collection concerned. 
Special arrangements may apply to working collections 
(see 2.7; 2.8).

2.15 Disposal of Objects Removed from the Collections
Each museum should have a policy defining authorised 
methods for permanently removing an object from 
the collections through donation, transfer, exchange, sale, 
repatriation, or destruction, and that allows the transfer 
of unrestricted title to any receiving agency. Complete records 
must be kept of all deaccessioning decisions, the objects 
involved, and the disposal of the object. There will be a strong 
presumption that a deaccessioned item should first be offered 
to another museum.

2.16 Income from Disposal of Collections
Museum collections are held in public trust and may 
not be treated as a realisable asset. Money or compensation 
received from the deaccessioning and disposal of objects 
and specimens from a museum collection should be used solely 
for the benefit of the collection and usually for acquisitions 
to that same collection. 

2.17 Purchase of Deaccessioned Collections
Museum personnel, the governing body, or their families 
or close associates, should not be permitted to purchase objects 
that have been deaccessioned from a collection for which 
they are responsible. 

;+slnt j:t'x? x6fpg]

@=!@ lj;h{g ug{ ;Sg] sfg"gL jf cGo clwsf/

;+u|xfno;Fu lj;h{g ug{sf nflu cg'dlt lbg] sfg"gL clwsf/ ePsf] ePtf 
klg jf ;+u|xfnon] lj;{hg ug{] zt{df s'g} j:t' ;+sng u/]sf] ePtf klg 
sfg"gL jf cGo cfjZos sfo{ Pj+ k|lqmofx? k"0f{?kn] kfngf  
ug}{ kb{5 . z'?df ;+sng ul/Psf] j:t' clgjfo{ jf cGo k|ltjGw nufpg] 
zt{ ;lxt k|fKt ePsf] xf] eg] o:tf] k|ltaGwnfO{ cjnDjg ug{ c;Dej 
ePsf] jf o;af6 ;+:yfnfO{ lgs} g} xfgL k'Ug] 5 eGg] k|i6;Fu b]vfpg 
g;s];Dd To:tf zt{x?nfO{ kfngf ug' kb{5 . oyf]lrt 7fg]df o; k|sf/

sf] k|ltaGwaf6 5'6sf/f kfpg sfg"gL k|lqmof ckgfpg ;lsg]5 .

@=!# ;+u|xfnoaf6 lj:yfkg ug]{

;+u|xfnoaf6 s'g} klg j:t' jf gd"gfnO{ x6fpg] sfo{ pQm j:t' jf 
gd"gfsf] dxTj, o;sf] ljz]iftf -gjLs/0f ug{ ldNg] jf gldNg]_, sfg"gL 
cfwf/ Pj+ o:tf] sfo{sf] kl/0ffd :j?k ;fj{hlgs ljZjf;df kg{ ;Sg] 

xfgLsf af/]df k"0f{ ?kdf a'em]/ dfq} ug'{ kb{5 .

@=!$ lj:yfkg lhDd]jf/L

lj:yfkgsf] lg0f{o ug]{ lhDd]jf/L ;~rfns lgsfosf] xf], p;n] ;+u|xfnosf 
lgb]{zs Pj+ ;DalGwt ;+slnt j:t'sf /Ifs;Fu ldn]/ lg0f{o ug'{ kb{5 . 
sfo{d"ns ;+sngsf xsdf ljz]if Joj:yfx? nfu" x'g ;Sb5g\ -@=&, @=* 
x]g'{xf];\_ .
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2.12 Legal or Other Powers of Disposal
Where the museum has legal powers permitting disposals, 
or has acquired objects subject to conditions of disposal, 
the legal or other requirements and procedures must be 
complied with fully. Where the original acquisition was subject 
to mandatory or other restrictions these conditions must 
be observed, unless it can be shown clearly that adherence 
to such restrictions is impossible or substantially detrimental 
to the institution and, if appropriate, relief may be sought 
through legal procedures.

2.13 Deaccessioning from Museum Collections
The removal of an object or specimen from a museum 
collection must only be undertaken with a full understanding 
of the significance of the item, its character (whether renewable 
or non-renewable), legal standing, and any loss of public trust 
that might result from such action.

2.14 Responsibility for Deaccessioning
The decision to deaccession should be the responsibility 
of the governing body acting in conjunction with the director 
of the museum and the curator of the collection concerned. 
Special arrangements may apply to working collections 
(see 2.7; 2.8).

2.15 Disposal of Objects Removed from the Collections
Each museum should have a policy defining authorised 
methods for permanently removing an object from 
the collections through donation, transfer, exchange, sale, 
repatriation, or destruction, and that allows the transfer 
of unrestricted title to any receiving agency. Complete records 
must be kept of all deaccessioning decisions, the objects 
involved, and the disposal of the object. There will be a strong 
presumption that a deaccessioned item should first be offered 
to another museum.

2.16 Income from Disposal of Collections
Museum collections are held in public trust and may 
not be treated as a realisable asset. Money or compensation 
received from the deaccessioning and disposal of objects 
and specimens from a museum collection should be used solely 
for the benefit of the collection and usually for acquisitions 
to that same collection. 

2.17 Purchase of Deaccessioned Collections
Museum personnel, the governing body, or their families 
or close associates, should not be permitted to purchase objects 
that have been deaccessioned from a collection for which 
they are responsible. 

@=!% ;+u|xfnoaf6 x6fOPsf j:t'x?sf] lj;h{g

k|To]s ;+u|xfno;Fu ;+slnt j:t'x?nfO{ bfgdf, :yfgfGt/0f u/]/, ;6xLdf, 
a]r]/, ;DalGwt j:t' h'g b]zsf] xf] TolxF lkmtf{ k7fP/ jf gi6 u/]/ s;/L 
:yfoL ?kdf x6fpg] xf] ;f] sf] cflwsf/Ls ljlw kl/eflift ePsf] gLlt 
x'g' kb{5 . o:tf] gLltn] k|fks lgsfonfO{ ck|ltjlGwt xs x:tfGt/0f 
ug{ cg'dlt lbg' kb{5 . lj:yfkg ;DaGwL ;j} lg0f{ox?, ;+nUg j:t' Pj+ 
;Da4 j:t'sf] lj;h{gsf] k"0f{ clen]v /fVg' kb{5 . lj:yflkt j:t'nfO{ 

klxnf csf]{ ;+u|xfnodf k|bfg ug'{ kg]{ alnof] wf/0ff klg x'g ;Sg]5g\ .

@=!^ ;+slnt j:t'sf] lj:yfkgaf6 x'g] cfo

;+u|xfnodf ;+slnt j:t'x? ;fj{hlgs ;DklQsf ?kdf ;Dxfn]/ /flvG5 
/ ltgLx?nfO{ j]r]/ gub cfh{g ug]{ ;DklQsf ?kdf lnO{+b}g . ;+u|xfnodf 
;+slnt j:t' jf gd"gfx?sf] lj:yfkg Pj+ lj;h{gaf6 k|fKt k};f jf  
kfl/tf]lifs ;+u|xfnosf] lxt Pj+ ;fdfGootf To:t} j:t'sf] ;+sngdf k|of]u 
ul/g' kb{5 .

@=!& ;+u|xfnoaf6 lj:yflkt ul/Psf j:t'x?sf] v/Lb

gubdf a]r]/ cfo cfh{g ug{ ;lsg] ;+u|xfnoaf6 lj:yflkt j:t'x? 
;+u|xfnosf sd{rf/L, ;~rfns lgsfo jf ltgLx?sf kl/jf/ jf lgs6sf 
cfkmGtx?nfO{ v/Lb ug{sf nflu cg'dlt lbOg' x'Fb}g .
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2.18 Collection Continuity
The museum should establish and apply policies to ensure 
that its collections (both permanent and temporary) 
and associated information, properly recorded, are available 
for current use and will be passed on to future generations 
in as good and safe a condition as practicable, having regard 
to current knowledge and resources.

2.19 Delegation of Collection Responsibility
Professional responsibilities involving the care of the collections 
should be assigned to persons with appropriate knowledge 
and skill or who are adequately supervised (see also 8.11). 

2.20 Documentation of Collections
Museum collections should be documented according to 
accepted professional standards. Such documentation should 
include a full identification and description of each item, 
its associations, provenance, condition, treatment and present 
location. Such data should be kept in a secure environment 
and be supported by retrieval systems providing access 
to the information by the museum personnel and other 
legitimate users.

2.21 Protection Against Disasters
Careful attention should be given to the development of policies 
to protect the collections during armed conflict and other 
human-made or natural disasters.

2.22 Security of Collection and Associated Data
The museum should exercise control to avoid disclosing 
sensitive personal or related information and other confidential 
matters when collection data is made available to the public. 

2.23 Preventive Conservation
Preventive conservation is an important element of museum 
policy and collections care. It is an essential responsibility 
of members of the museum profession to create and maintain 
a protective environment for the collections in their care, 
whether in store, on display, or in transit. 

2.24 Collection Conservation and Restoration
The museum should carefully monitor the condition of 
collections to determine when an object or specimen may 
require conservation-restoration work and the services 
of a qualified conservator-restorer. The principal goal should 
be the stabilisation of the object or specimen. All conservation 
procedures should be documented and as reversible as possible, 
and all alterations should be clearly distinguishable from 
the original object or specimen. 

2.25 Welfare of Live Animals
A museum that maintains living animals should assume full 
responsibility for their health and well-being. It should prepare 
and implement a safety code for the protection of its personnel 
and visitors, as well as of the animals, that has been approved 
by an expert in the veterinary field. Genetic modification 
should be clearly identifiable. 

2.26 Personal Use of Museum Collections
Museum personnel, the governing body, their families, close 
associates, or others should not be permitted to expropriate 
items from the museum collections, even temporarily, for any 
personal use. 

;+slnt j:t'x?sf] x]/rfx

@=!* ;+slnt j:t'sf] lg/Gt/tf

;+u|xfnon] o;df ;+slnt -:yfoL / c:yfoL b'j}_ j:t'x? / tL;Fu 
;DalGwt ;"rgfx? plrt tl/sfn] clen]vLs/0f ul/Psf], jt{dfgdf k|of]u 
ug{sf nflu pknAw x'g] / efjL k':tfnfO{ clxn]sf] 1fg / ;|f]t dfg]/ hlt 
;Sbf] Jojxfl/s t/Lsfn] /fd|f] / ;'/lIft cj:yfdf x:tfGt/0f ug]{ s'/fsf] 
;'lglZrt ug]{ gLltx? agfO nfu' ug'{ kb{5 .

@=!( ;+slnt j:t'x?sf] lhDd]jf/L ;'Dkg]

;+slnt j:t'x?sf] /]vb]v ug]{ ljifo;Fu ;DalGwt Joj;flos lhDd]jf/
Lx? pko'Qm 1fg tyf ;Lk ePsf jf kof{Ktdfqfdf lgl/If0f ul/Psf 
JolQmx?nfO{ ;'lDkg' kb{5 -*=!! klg x]g{'xf];\_ .

@=@) ;+slnt j:t'x?sf] clen]vLs/0f

;+u|xfnodf ;+slnt j:t'x?nfO{ dfGotfk|fKt Joj;flos dfkb08 cg';f/ 
clen]vLs/0f ug'{kb{5 . o:tf] clen]lvs/0fdf x/]s j:t'sf] k"/f klxrfg 
tyf ljj/0f, o;sf] ;Da4tf, pb\ud:yn, cj:yf, k|zf]wg / xfn /
flvPsf] :yfg ;dfj]z ug'{ kb{5 . o:tf 8f6fx?nfO{ k|of]u u/]kl5 
hxfFsf] TolxF /fVg] k4lt cg';f/ ;'/lIft jftfj/0fdf /fVg' kb{5 tf ls 
;+u|xfnosf sd{rf/L Pj+ cGo cflwsf/Ls k|of]ustf{x?n] ;"rgf;Ddsf] 
kx"Fr k|bfg ug{ ;s"g\ .

@=@! ljkbaf6 ;'/Iff

;z:q åGå tyf cGo dfgj lgld{t jf k|fs[lts ljkbsf j]nf ;+u|xfnodf 
;+slnt j:t'sf] ;'/Iff ug]{ gLltx?sf] lgdf{0f ubf{ xf]lzof/Lsf ;fy Wofg 
lbg' kb{5 .

@=@@ ;+slnt j:t' tyf ;Da4 8f6fsf] ;'/Iff 

;+slnt 8f6f ;fj{hlgs ubf{ ;+j]bgzLn JolQmut jf ;DalGwt ;"rgf jf 
cGo uf]Ko s'/fx? gvf]lnpmg\ eGgsf nflu ;+u|xfnon] lgoGq0f ljlwsf] 
cEof; ug'{ kb{5 .
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2.18 Collection Continuity
The museum should establish and apply policies to ensure 
that its collections (both permanent and temporary) 
and associated information, properly recorded, are available 
for current use and will be passed on to future generations 
in as good and safe a condition as practicable, having regard 
to current knowledge and resources.

2.19 Delegation of Collection Responsibility
Professional responsibilities involving the care of the collections 
should be assigned to persons with appropriate knowledge 
and skill or who are adequately supervised (see also 8.11). 

2.20 Documentation of Collections
Museum collections should be documented according to 
accepted professional standards. Such documentation should 
include a full identification and description of each item, 
its associations, provenance, condition, treatment and present 
location. Such data should be kept in a secure environment 
and be supported by retrieval systems providing access 
to the information by the museum personnel and other 
legitimate users.

2.21 Protection Against Disasters
Careful attention should be given to the development of policies 
to protect the collections during armed conflict and other 
human-made or natural disasters.

2.22 Security of Collection and Associated Data
The museum should exercise control to avoid disclosing 
sensitive personal or related information and other confidential 
matters when collection data is made available to the public. 

2.23 Preventive Conservation
Preventive conservation is an important element of museum 
policy and collections care. It is an essential responsibility 
of members of the museum profession to create and maintain 
a protective environment for the collections in their care, 
whether in store, on display, or in transit. 

2.24 Collection Conservation and Restoration
The museum should carefully monitor the condition of 
collections to determine when an object or specimen may 
require conservation-restoration work and the services 
of a qualified conservator-restorer. The principal goal should 
be the stabilisation of the object or specimen. All conservation 
procedures should be documented and as reversible as possible, 
and all alterations should be clearly distinguishable from 
the original object or specimen. 

2.25 Welfare of Live Animals
A museum that maintains living animals should assume full 
responsibility for their health and well-being. It should prepare 
and implement a safety code for the protection of its personnel 
and visitors, as well as of the animals, that has been approved 
by an expert in the veterinary field. Genetic modification 
should be clearly identifiable. 

2.26 Personal Use of Museum Collections
Museum personnel, the governing body, their families, close 
associates, or others should not be permitted to expropriate 
items from the museum collections, even temporarily, for any 
personal use. 

@=@# k|lt/f]wfTds ;+/If0f

k|lt/f]wfTds ;+/If0f ;+u|xfno gLlt tyf ;+slnt j:t'x?sf] x]/rfxsf] 
dxTjk"0f{ tTj xf] . ;+slnt j:t'x? rfx] ;+u|xfnodf xf]pmg jf k|bz{gL jf 
st} n}Fhfg nfluPsf] xf]cf];\, ltgLx?sf] x]/rfx ug{sf nflu  
;'/lIft jftfj/0fs]f ;[hgf ug'{ Pj+ To;sf] x]/rfx ug'{ ;+u|xfno k]zfsf 
;b:ox?sf] cTofjZos lhDd]jf/L xf] .

@=@$ ;+slnt j:t'x?sf] ;+/If0f tyf k'g:yf{kg

;+u|xfnosf j:t' jf gd"gfnfO{ sltj]nf ;+/If0f jf k'g:yf{kg ug'{ kg]{ xf] 
/ slt a]nf of]Uotf k|fKt ;+/Ifs tyf k'g:yf{kssf] ;]jf rflxg] xf] elg 
lgwf] ug{ ;+u|xfnon] ;+slnt j:t'sf] cj:yfnfO{ ;fjwfgLsf k"j{s cg'udg 
ug'{ kb{5 . o:tf j:t' jf gd"gfx?nfO{ :yL/ agfP/ /fVg' d'Vo nIo 
x'g' kb{5 . ;+/If0fsf nflu cfjZos kg]{ k|lqmofx?nfO{ clen]vdf /fVg' 
kb{5 / o:tf k|lqmofx? ;Dej eP;Dd htfaf6 klg z'? ug{ -pN6\ofpg_ 
ldNg] x'g' kb{5 j:t' jf gd"gfsf] z'?sf] cj:yf / ;+/If0f sfo{kl5 cfPsf] 
abnfj k|i6;Fu 5'6\ofpg ;lsg] x'g' kb{5 .

@=@% hLljt hgfj/x?sf] b]vefn

hLljt hgfj/x? /fVg] ;+u|xfnon] ltgLx?sf] :jf:Yo / t+b'?:tLsf] k"0f{ 
lhDd]jf/L lng' kb{5 . o;sf sd{rf/L Pj+ cfuGt'ssf ;fy} hgfj/x?sf]  
/Iff ug{sf nflu kz'lj1fg If]qsf lj1x?åf/f :jLs[t ;'/Iff ;+lxtf agfO 
To;sf] sfof{Gjog ug'{ kb{5 . cfg'j+lzs kl/jt{g k|i6;Fu klxrfg ug{ 
;lsg] x'g'kb{5 .

@=@^ ;+u|xfnosf ;+slnt j:t'x?sf] JolQmut k|of]u

;+u|xfnosf sd{rf/L, ;~rfns lgsfo, ltgLx?sf kl/jf/, glhssf  
gft]bf/ jf cGo JolQmx?nfO{ ;+u|xfnodf ;+slnt j:t'x?af6 s'g} klg 
lrhx?, c:yfoL ?kd} eP klg, s'g} klg JolQmut k|of]hgsf nflu n}hfg 
lbg' x'Fb}g .



;+u|xfnox?n] 1fgnfO{ :yflkt ug{ tyf 
To;nfO{ cufl8 a9fpgsf nflu k|fylds 

;j"tx?nfO{ ;Dxfn]/ /fVb5g\ .

–– # ––

MUSEUMS HOLD PRIMARY
EVIDENCE FOR ESTABLISHING

AND FURTHERING KNOWLEDGE.

l;4fGt
;+u|xfnox?;Fu ;+u|lxt ;Dk"0f{ k|fylds ;j"tx?sf]] 
x]/rfx, pknAwtf Pj+ JofVof ljZn]if0f ug]{ vfz 
lhDd]jf/L x'G5 .

Principle
Museums have particular responsibilities to all for
the care, accessibility and interpretation of primary
evidence collected and held in their collections.
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3.1 Collections as Primary Evidence
The museum collections policy should indicate clearly 
the significance of collections as primary evidence. The policy 
should not be governed only by current intellectual trends 
or present museum usage. 

3.2 Availability of Collections
Museums have a particular responsibility for making collections 
and all relevant information available as freely as possible, 
having regard to restraints arising for reasons of confidentiality 
and security.

3.3 Field Collecting
Museums undertaking field collecting should develop policies 
consistent with academic standards and applicable national 
and international laws and treaty obligations. Fieldwork should 
only be undertaken with respect and consideration for the 
views of local communities, their environmental resources and 
cultural practices as well as efforts to enhance the cultural 
and natural heritage.

3.4 Exceptional Collecting of Primary Evidence
In exceptional cases an item without provenance may have such 
an inherently outstanding contribution to knowledge that 
it would be in the public interest to preserve it. The acceptance 
of such an item into a museum collection should be the subject 
of a decision by specialists in the discipline concerned 
and without national or international prejudice (see also 2.11).

Principle
Museums have particular responsibilities to all for 
the care, accessibility and interpretation of primary 
evidence collected and held in their collections.
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3.10 Cooperation between Museums and Other Institutions
Museum personnel should acknowledge and endorse the need 
for cooperation and consultation between institutions with 
similar interests and collecting practices. This is particularly 
so with institutes of higher education and certain public utilities 
where research may generate important collections for which 
there is no long-term security.

3.5 Research
Research by museum personnel should relate to the museum’s 
mission and objectives and conform to established legal, ethical 
and academic practices. 

3.6 Destructive Analysis
When destructive analytical techniques are undertaken, 
a complete record of the material analysed, the outcome 
of the analysis and the resulting research, including 
publications, should become a part of the permanent record 
of the object. 

3.7 Human Remains and Materials of Sacred Significance
Research on human remains and materials of sacred 
significance must be accomplished in a manner consistent 
with professional standards and take into account the interests 
and beliefs of the community, ethnic or religious groups 
from whom the objects originated, where these are known 
(see also 2.5; 4.3). 

3.8 Retention of Rights to Research Materials
When museum personnel prepare material for presentation 
or to document field investigation, there must be clear 
agreement with the sponsoring museum regarding all rights 
to such work.

3.9 Shared Expertise
Members of the museum profession have an obligation to share 
their knowledge and experience with colleagues, scholars 
and students in relevant fields. They should respect 
and acknowledge those from whom they have learned 
and should pass on such advancements in techniques 
and experience that may be of benefit to others. 

k|fylds ;j"t

#=! k|fylds ;j"tsf ?kdf ;+u|lxt j:t'

;+u|xfnosf] gLltdf k|fylds ;j"tsf ?kdf ;+u|lxt j:t'sf] dxTjnfO{ 
k|i6;Fu pNn]v ul/Psf] x'g' kb{5 . pQm gLlt xfnsf] af}l4s k|j[lQ jf 

;+u|xfnosf] jt{dfg pkof]lutfsf cfwf/df dfq} lgodg ug'{ x'Fb}g .

#=@ ;+u|lxt j:t'sf] pknAwtf

;+u|xfnox?n] uf]Kotf Pj+ ;'/Iffsf sf/0f pTkGg x'g ;Sg] k|ltaGwnfO{ 
;Ddfg ub}{ ;+u|lxt j:t'x? Pj+ ;DalGwt ;a} ;"rgfx? oyf;+ej lgMz'Ns 
pknAw u/fpg' kg]{ vfz lhDd]jf/L x'G5 .

;+u|xfnosf nflu ;+u|lxt j:t'x?sf] ;+sng tyf 
cg';Gwfg

#=# :ynut ;+sng

:ynut ;+sng ul//x]sf ;+u|xfnox?n] k|fl1s dfkb08 Pj+ pko'St /
fli6«o tyf cGt/f{li6«o sfg"g Pj+ ;lGwx?n] tf]s]sf zt{x?;Fu d]n vfg] 
u/L gLltx? agfpg' kb{5 . :yfgLo ;d'bfosf] b[li6sf]0f, pgLx?sf] 
jftfj/0fLo ;|f]t tyf ;fF:s[lts k|rngsf ;fy} ;fF:slts Pj+ k|fs[lts 
;Dkbf k|aw{gsf k|oTgx?nfO{ ;Ddfg Pj+ Wofgdf /fv]/ dfq} :ynut sfo{ 

;~rfng ug'{ kb{5 .

#=$ k|fylds ;j"tsf ?kdf vf; j:t'x?sf] ;+sng

vf; ;Gb{edf pb\ud:ynsf af/]df s]lx hfgsf/L gePsf] j:t'n] klg 
1fgsf If]qdf cfkm}n] o:tf] ljlzi6 of]ubfg k'¥ofPsf] x'g ;S5 ls 
o;nfO{ ;j{;fwf/0fn] ;d]t ;+/If0f ug{ rfx]sf x'G5g\ . o:tf j:t'x?nfO{ 
;+u|xfnodf ;+u|lxt j:t'sf ?kdf :jLs[t ug]{ sfo{ /fli6«o Pj+ cGt/f{li6«o 
k"jf{u|x ljgf ;DalGwt ljwfsf ljz]if1sf] lg0f{o tyf lge{/ x'G5-@=!! klg 

x]g'{xf];\_ .

#=% cg';Gwfg

;+u|xfnosf sd{rf/Lx?n] ug]{ cg';Gwfg ;+u|xfnosf] Wo]o tyf  
p2]Zox?;Fu ;DalGwt x'g' kb{5 / To;n] :yflkt sfg"gL, cfrf/0fut Pj+ 
k|fl1s cEof;x?nfO{ kfngf u/]sf] x'g' kb{5 .
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3.10 Cooperation between Museums and Other Institutions
Museum personnel should acknowledge and endorse the need 
for cooperation and consultation between institutions with 
similar interests and collecting practices. This is particularly 
so with institutes of higher education and certain public utilities 
where research may generate important collections for which 
there is no long-term security.

3.5 Research
Research by museum personnel should relate to the museum’s 
mission and objectives and conform to established legal, ethical 
and academic practices. 

3.6 Destructive Analysis
When destructive analytical techniques are undertaken, 
a complete record of the material analysed, the outcome 
of the analysis and the resulting research, including 
publications, should become a part of the permanent record 
of the object. 

3.7 Human Remains and Materials of Sacred Significance
Research on human remains and materials of sacred 
significance must be accomplished in a manner consistent 
with professional standards and take into account the interests 
and beliefs of the community, ethnic or religious groups 
from whom the objects originated, where these are known 
(see also 2.5; 4.3). 

3.8 Retention of Rights to Research Materials
When museum personnel prepare material for presentation 
or to document field investigation, there must be clear 
agreement with the sponsoring museum regarding all rights 
to such work.

3.9 Shared Expertise
Members of the museum profession have an obligation to share 
their knowledge and experience with colleagues, scholars 
and students in relevant fields. They should respect 
and acknowledge those from whom they have learned 
and should pass on such advancements in techniques 
and experience that may be of benefit to others. 
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so with institutes of higher education and certain public utilities 
where research may generate important collections for which 
there is no long-term security.

3.5 Research
Research by museum personnel should relate to the museum’s 
mission and objectives and conform to established legal, ethical 
and academic practices. 

3.6 Destructive Analysis
When destructive analytical techniques are undertaken, 
a complete record of the material analysed, the outcome 
of the analysis and the resulting research, including 
publications, should become a part of the permanent record 
of the object. 

3.7 Human Remains and Materials of Sacred Significance
Research on human remains and materials of sacred 
significance must be accomplished in a manner consistent 
with professional standards and take into account the interests 
and beliefs of the community, ethnic or religious groups 
from whom the objects originated, where these are known 
(see also 2.5; 4.3). 

3.8 Retention of Rights to Research Materials
When museum personnel prepare material for presentation 
or to document field investigation, there must be clear 
agreement with the sponsoring museum regarding all rights 
to such work.

3.9 Shared Expertise
Members of the museum profession have an obligation to share 
their knowledge and experience with colleagues, scholars 
and students in relevant fields. They should respect 
and acknowledge those from whom they have learned 
and should pass on such advancements in techniques 
and experience that may be of benefit to others. 

#=^ j:t' gi6 u/]/ ul/g] ljZn]if0f (Destructive Analysis)

;+u|xfnodf ;+u|lxt j:t' gi6 u/]/ ul/g] ljZn]if0ffTds k|ljlwsf] k|of]u ubf{ 
ljZn]if0f ul/Psf] j:t'sf] k"0f{ clen]v, ljZn]if0fsf] kl/0ffd tyf k|sfzg 
nufot cg';Gwfgaf6 k|fKt gtLhf ;DalGwt j:t'sf] :yfoL clen]vsf] 

lx:;f aGg' kb{5 .

#=& dfgj cjz]if tyf wfld{s dxTjsf ;fdfu|Lx?

dfgj cjz]if tyf dfld{s dxTjsf ;fdfu|Lx?dfly ul/g] cg';Gwfg 
Joj;flos dfkb08 cg'?k x'g] u/L tyf ;DalGwt j:t'sf af/]df hfgsf/L 
/fVg] To;sf] d"n ;d'bfo, hflt jf wfld{s ;d"xsf] cle?rL tyf 

ljZjf;nfO{ Wofgdf /fVb} ;DkGg ug'{ kb{5 -@=%, $=# klg x]g'{xf];_ .

#=* cg';Gwfg ;fdfu|Lx?sf] clwsf/ ;+/If0f

;+u|xfnosf sd{rf/Ln] k|:t'tLs/0f jf :ynut cg';Gwfgsf nflu 
;fdfu|Lx? tof/ kfbf{ o:tf sfo{x?sf] ;jf{lwsf/sf af/]df k|fof]hs 

;+u|xfno;Fu k|i6?kdf ;xdtL u/]sf] x'g' kb{5 .

#=( ;femf ljz]if1tf

;+u|xfno k]zfsf ;b:ox?n] pgLx?sf] 1fg tyf cg'ejnfO{ ;DalGwt 
If]qsf ;xsdL{, cWo]tf Pj+ ljBfyL{x?;Du afF8\g' kg]{ bfloTj x'G5 . 
pgLx?n] cfkm"n] hf];Fu l;s]sf] xf] pgLx? k|lt ;Ddfg Pj+ cfef/ k|s6 
ub}{ o:tf pGgt k|ljlw tyf cg'ejx?nfO{ c?sf] lxtsf vfFlt/ afF8\g' 

kb{5 . 

#=!) ;+u|xfno tyf cGo ;+:yfx?sf aLr kf/:kl/s ;xof]u

;+u|xfnosf sd{rf/Lx?n] ;dfg ?rL ePsf / ;+sng cEof; ul//x]
sf ;+:yfx?sf aLr kf/:kl/s ;xof]u Pj+ k/fdz{ ug'{ kg]{ cfjZostfnfO{ 
dfGotf lb+b} To;nfO{ ;dy{g ug'{ kb{5 . vfz u/]/ pRr z}lIfs tyf 
lglZrt ;fj{hlgs ;]jf k|bfg ug]{ ;+:yfx?sf xsdf of] s'/f nfu" x'G5, 
hxfF cg';Gwfgsf qmddf bL3{sflng ;'/Iffsf b[li6n] vt/fdf k/]sf 

dxTjk"0f{ ;+u|0fLo j:t' km]nf kg{ ;S5g\ .



;+u|xfnox?n] k|fs[lts tyf ;fF:s[lts 
;Dkbfsf] ;/fxgf, a'emfO / Joj:yfkgsf 

nflu cj;/x? k|bfg ub{5g\ .

–– $ ––

MUSEUMS PROVIDE
OPPORTUNITIES

FOR THE APPRECIATION,
UNDERSTANDING

AND MANAGEMENT
OF THE NATURAL

AND CULTURAL HERITAGE.

Principle
Museums have an important duty to develop their
educational role and attract wider audiences
from the community, locality, or group they serve.
Interaction with the constituent community
and promotion of their heritage is an integral part
of the educational role of the museum.

l;4fGt
;+u|xfnox?;Fu pgLx?sf] z}lIfs e"ldsf to ug]{ tyf 
pgLx?n] ;]jf k|bfg ug]{ ;d'bfo, :yfg jf ;d"xsf 
bz{sx?nfO{ cfsif{0f ug'{ kg]{ dxTjk"0f{ st{Jo x'G5 . 
;DalGwt If]qsf ;d'bfo;Fu cGt/lqmof ug'{ tyf 
pgLx?sf] ;Dkbf k|a4{g ug{' ;+u|xfnosf] z}lIfs  
lhDd]jf/Lsf] cleGg c+u xf] .



42 43
25

Principle
Museums have an important duty to develop their 
educational role and attract wider audiences 
from the community, locality, or group they serve. 
Interaction with the constituent community 
and promotion of their heritage is an integral part 
of the educational role of the museum.

4.1 Displays, Exhibitions and Special Activities
Displays and temporary exhibitions, physical or electronic, 
should be in accordance with the stated mission, policy 
and purpose of the museum. They should not compromise 
either the quality or the proper care and conservation 
of the collections. 

4.2 Interpretation of Exhibitions
Museums should ensure that the information they present 
in displays and exhibitions is well-founded, accurate and gives 
appropriate consideration to represented groups or beliefs.

4.3 Exhibition of Sensitive Materials
Human remains and materials of sacred significance must be 
displayed in a manner consistent with professional standards 
and, where known, taking into account the interests and beliefs 
of members of the community, ethnic or religious groups from 
whom the objects originated. They must be presented with great 
tact and respect for the feelings of human dignity held by 
all peoples. 

4.4 Removal from Public Display
Requests for removal from public display of human remains 
or material of sacred significance from the originating 
communities must be addressed expeditiously with respect 
and sensitivity. Requests for the return of such material should 
be addressed similarly. Museum policies should clearly define 
the process for responding to such requests. 

4.5 Display of Unprovenanced Material
Museums should avoid displaying or otherwise using material 
of questionable origin or lacking provenance. They should 
be aware that such displays or usage can be seen to condone 
and contribute to the illicit trade in cultural property.

;–;fgf tyf j[xt k|b{zgL

$=! ;–;fgf tyf afXo k|b{zgL Pj+ ljz]if ultljlw

ef}lts jf ljB'tLo dfWodaf6 ul/g] ;–;fgf jf ljzfn k|bz{gL ;+u|xfnosf] 
3f]lift Wo]o, gLlt Pj+ p2]Zo cg'?k ug'{ kb{5 . o:tf lqmofsnfkx? cfof]
hgf ubf{ ;+u|lxt j:t'sf] u'0f:t/ jf prLt x]/rfx Pj+ ;+/If0fsf ljifodf 
;Demf}tf ug'{ x'Fb}g .

$=@ k|b{zgLsf] ljZn]if0f

;+u|xfnox?n]] ;–;fgf jf ljzfn k|bz{gLdf k|:t't ug]{ ;"rgf dha"t, ;lx 
/ To;n] k|ltlglwTj ug]{ ;d"x jf ljZjf;sf af/]df prLt Wofg lbPsf] 

;'lglZrt ug'{ kb{5 .

$=# ;+j]bzLn ;fdfu|Lsf] k|bz{gL

dfgj cjz]if tyf wfld{s dxTjsf ;fdfu|Lx?nfO{ Joj;flos dfkb08x? 
tyf hfgsf/L eP;Dd, ;DalGwt j:t'sf] d"n ;|f]tsf ?kdf /x]sf] ;d'bfo, 
hflt jf wfld{s ;d"xsf ;b:ox?sf] ?rL tyf ljZjf;nfO{ Wofgdf /fv]/} 
k|bz{gL ug'{ kb{5 . ltgLx?nfO{ k|:t't ubf{ ;a} dfgjx?sf] cfTd;Ddfgsf] 
efjgfk|lt c;Ld ljgoefj / ;Ddfgsf ;fy k|:t't ug'{ kb{5 .

$=$ ;fj{hlgs k|bz{gLaf6 x6fpg]

dfgj cjz]if / wfld{s dxTjsf ;fdfu|Lx?nfO{ ;fj{hlgs k|bz{gLaf6 
x6fpgsf nflu ;DalGwt j:t'sf] d"n ;|f]tsf ?kdf /x]sf] ;d'bfoaf6 
cfPsf] cg'/f]wnfO{ ;;Ddfg / ;+j]bzLntfsf ;fy cljnDj ;Daf]wg ug'{ 
kb{5 . o:tf j:t'x? lkmtf{ u/L kfpF eg]/ cfPsf cg'/f]wx?nfO{ klg o;} 
u/]/ ;Daf]wg ug'{ kb{5 . o:tf cg'/f]wx?nfO{ s;/L ;+af]wg ug]{ eGg]af/] 
;+u|xfnosf] gLltdf k|i6;Fu pNn]v ug'{ kb{5 .

$=% d"n;|f]t gv'n]sf ;fdfu|Lx?sf] k|bz{gL

;s];Dd ;+u|xfnox?n] d"n;|f]tsf af/]df ;+b]x ePsf jf d"n;|f]t g} 
pNn]v gePsf ;fdfu|Lx?sf] k|bz{gL ug]{ jf k|of]u ug]{ sfd ug'{ x'Fb}
g . o:tf k|bz{gL jf k|of]unfO{ ;fF:s[lts ;DklQsf] cj}wflgs Jofkf/nfO{ 
dfkm ul/lbPsf] tyf To;df 6]jf k'¥ofPsf] eg]/ a'em\g ;lsg] x'gfn] o:tf 
ultljlwx?df ;+alGwt ;+u|xfno rgfvf] x'g' kb{5 .
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— V —
MUSEUMS HOLD RESOURCES 

THAT PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR OTHER PUBLIC SERVICES 

AND BENEFITS.

4.6 Publication
Information published by museums, by whatever means, should 
be well-founded, accurate and give responsible consideration 
to the academic disciplines, societies, or beliefs presented. 
Museum publications should not compromise the standards 
of the institution.

4.7 Reproductions
Museums should respect the integrity of the original when 
replicas, reproductions, or copies of items in the collection 
are made. All such copies should be permanently marked 
as facsimiles.

cGo ;|f]tx?

$=^ k|sfzg

;+u|xfnox?n] h'g;'s} dfWodaf6 k|sflzt u/]sf] ;"rgf ePtf klg Tof] 
dhj"t, ;lx / k|fl1s ljwf, ;dfh jf k|rlnt ljZjf;sf af/]df  
lhDd]jf/Lk"j{s ljrf/ k'¥ofPsf] x'g' kb{5 . ;+u|xfnosf k|sfzgx?n] ;+:yfn] 
to u/]sf dfkb08x?df ;Demf}tf ug'{ x'Fb}g .

$=& k'gMpTkfbg

;+u|lxt j:t'sf] k|ltlrq, k'gMpTkfbg jf k|ltlnlk agfpFbf d"n j:t'sf] 
z'4tfnfO{ ;Ddfg ug'{ kb{5 . o:tf ;a} k|ltlnlkx?df :yfoL?kdf g} 
k|lts[lt eg]/ lrXg nufpg' kb{5 .



;+u|xfnox?;Fu cGo ;fj{hlgs ;]jf 
tyf lxtsf nflu cj;/x? k|bfg  

ug]{ ;|f]tx? x'G5g\ .

–– % ––

MUSEUMS HOLD RESOURCES
THAT PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES

FOR OTHER PUBLIC SERVICES
AND BENEFITS.

Principle
Museums utilise a wide variety of specialisms,
skills and physical resources that have a far broader
application than in the museum. This may lead
to shared resources or the provision of services
as an extension of the museum’s activities.
These should be organised in such a way that they
do not compromise the museum’s stated mission.

l;4fGt
;+u|xfnox?n] lj:t[t k|sf/sf ljlzi6tf, ;Lkx? tyf  
ef}lts ;|f]tx? pkof]u ub{5g\ h;sf] pkof]lutf  
;+u|xfnosf nflu dfq} geP/ cGo Jofks If]qsf nflu 
x'g ;S5 . o;n] ;femf ;|f]tx? jf ;]jfsf  
k|fjwfgx?nfO{ ;+u|xfnosf] lj:tfl/t ;]jfsf lbzfdf 
8f]¥ofpg ;S5 . o:tf ultljlwx?nfO{ ;+u|xfnosf] 3f]lift 
Wo]o;Fu ;Demf}tf gug]{ u/L ;~rfng ug'{ kb{5 .
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Principle
Museums utilise a wide variety of specialisms, 
skills and physical resources that have a far broader 
application than in the museum. This may lead 
to shared resources or the provision of services 
as an extension of the museum’s activities. 
These should be organised in such a way that they 
do not compromise the museum’s stated mission.

5.1 Identification of Illegally or Illicitly Acquired Objects
Where museums provide an identification service, they should 
not act in any way that could be regarded as benefiting 
from such activity, directly or indirectly. The identification 
and authentication of objects that are believed or suspected 
to have been illegally or illicitly acquired, transferred, imported 
or exported, should not be made public until the appropriate 
authorities have been notified. 

5.2 Authentication and Valuation (Appraisal)
Valuations may be made for the purposes of insurance 
of museum collections. Opinions on the monetary value 
of other objects should only be given on official request 
from other museums or competent legal, governmental 
or other responsible public authorities. However, when 
the museum itself may be the beneficiary, appraisal of 
an object or specimen must be undertaken independently.

klxrfg ;]jf

%=! u}/sfg"gL jf cg'lrt tl/sfn] k|fKt u/]sf j:t'x?sf] 
klxrfg

;+u|xfnox?n] klxrfg ;]jf k|bfg ubf{ o:tf ultljlwx?af6 k|ToIf jf 
ck|ToIf ?kn] kmfObf lng] lx;fjn] ug'{ x'Fb}g . u}/sfg"gL jf cg'lrt  
tl/sfn] k|fKt u/]sf], :yfgfGt/0f, jf lgsf;L k}7f/L u/]sf] eg]/ ljZjf; jf 
z+sf ul/Psf j:t'x?sf] klxrfg jf k|df0fLs/0f ubf{ ;DalGwt clwsf/LnfO{ 
;"rgf glbP;Dd ;fj{hlgs ug'{ x'Fb}g .

%=@ k|df0fLs/0f Pj+ d"Nofª\sg -n]vfhf]vf_

d"Nofª\sg ;+u|lxt j:t'x?sf] ljdfsf] k|of]hgsf nflu ug{ ;lsG5 . cGo 
j:t'x?sf] df}lb|s d"No cGo ;+u|xfnox? jf clwsf/k|fKt sfg"gL, ;/sf/L 
jf cGo lhDd]jf/ ;fj{hlgs clwsf/Lx?sf] cflwsf/Ls cg'/f]wdf dfq} 
lbg' kb{5 . tyflk, ;+u|xfno cfkm} nfeu|fxL x'g ;Sg] cj:yfdf, j:t' jf 
gd"gfsf] n]vfhf]vf :jtGq t/Lsfn] ug'{ kb{5 .



;+u|xfnox?n] ;+u|lxt j:t'x? ;+sng 
ul/Psf] ;d'bfosf ;fy} h;nfO{  

pgLx?n] ;]jf k|bfg ul//x]sf x'G5g\ 
pgLx?;Fusf] lgs6 ;xsfo{df /x]/ sfd 

ub{5g\ 

–– ^ ––

MUSEUMS WORK IN CLOSE
COLLABORATION WITH

THE COMMUNITIES FROM WHICH
THEIR COLLECTIONS ORIGINATE
AS WELL AS THOSE THEY SERVE.

Principle
Museum collections reflect the cultural and natural
heritage of the communities from which they have
been derived. As such, they have a character beyond
that of ordinary property, which may include strong
affinities with national, regional, local, ethnic,
religious or political identity. It is important therefore
that museum policy is responsive to this situation.

l;4fGt
;+u|xfnodf ;+u|lxt j:t'x?n] tL j:t'x?  
hxfFaf6 k|fKt ul/Psf] xf] tL ;d'bfox?sf ;fF:s[lts Pj+ 
k|fs[lts ;DkbfnfO{ k|ltljlDjt ub{5g\ . To;f] t, To:tf 
j:t'x?sf] :t/ ;fdfGo ;Dkbfsf t'ngfdf w]/} pRr x'G5 
h; cGt/ut /fli6«o, If]qLo, :yfgLo, hftLo jf  
/fhg}lts klxrfg;Fu ltgLx?sf] alnof] ;DaGw nufot 
kb{5g\ . To;}n] ;+u|xfno gLlt of] cj:yfk|lt hjfkmb]xL 
aGg' dxTjk"0f{ x'G5 .
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Principle
Museum collections reflect the cultural and natural 
heritage of the communities from which they have 
been derived. As such, they have a character beyond 
that of ordinary property, which may include strong 
affinities with national, regional, local, ethnic, 
religious or political identity. It is important therefore 
that museum policy is responsive to this situation.

6.1 Cooperation
Museums should promote the sharing of knowledge, 
documentation and collections with museums and cultural 
organisations in the countries and communities of origin. 
The possibility of developing partnerships with museums 
in countries or areas that have lost a significant part of their 
heritage should be explored.

6.2 Return of Cultural Property
Museums should be prepared to initiate dialogue for the return 
of cultural property to a country or people of origin. 
This should be undertaken in an impartial manner, based 
on scientific, professional and humanitarian principles as well 
as applicable local, national and international legislation, 
in preference to action at a governmental or political level.

6.3 Restitution of Cultural Property
When a country or people of origin seeks the restitution of 
an object or specimen that can be demonstrated to have been 
exported or otherwise transferred in violation of the principles 
of international and national conventions, and shown to be part 
of that country’s or people’s cultural or natural heritage, 
the museum concerned should, if legally free to do so, take 
prompt and responsible steps to cooperate in its return. 

6.4 Cultural Objects from an Occupied Country
Museums should abstain from purchasing or acquiring cultural 
objects from an occupied territory and respect fully all laws 
and conventions that regulate the import, export and transfer 
of cultural or natural materials. 

;+u|lxt j:t'sf] d"n;|f]t

^=! k/:k/ ;xof]u

;+u|xfnox?n] 1fg, clen]v Pj+ ;+u|lxt j:t'x?nfO{ ;DalGwt ;+u|lxt 
j:t'x?sf] d"n b]z Pj+ ;d'bfosf ;+u|xfnox? tyf ;fF:s[lts 
;+u7gx?;Fu afF8\g] s'/fnfO{ k|a4{g ug'{ kb{5 . cfkm\gf] ;Dkbfsf dxTjk"0f{ 
lx:;f u'dfPsf b]z jf If]qsf ;+u|xfnox?;Fu ;fem]bf/L lgdf{0f  
ug]{ ;+efjgfsf] vf]hL ug'{ kb{5 .

^=@ ;fF:s[lts ;DklQ lkmtf{

;fF:s[lts ;DklQnfO{ To;sf] d"n b]z jf hgtfnfO{ kmsf{pg] af/]df 
;+jfbsf] yfngL ug{ ;+u|xfnox?nfO{ tof/ agfpg' kb{5 . o;nfO{ lgikIf 
t/Lsfn], j}1flgs, Joj;flos Pj+ dfgjtfjfbL l;4fgsf ;fy} pko'St 
sfg"g, /fli6«o Pj+ cGt/f{li6«o sfg"gdf cfwf/Lt e} ;/sf/L jf /fhg}lts 
txdf ck]Iff ul/P adf]lhd ug'{ kb{5 .

^=# ;fF:s[lts ;DklQ lkmtf{ k7fpg]

cGt/f{li6«o tyf /fli6«o ;lGwsf l;4fGtx?sf] jlv{nfk x'g] u/L k}7f/L  
ul/Psf] jf :yfgfGt/0f ul/Psf] xf] eg]/ ;fljt ug{ ;lsg] / To;sf] s]lx 
efunfO{ ;DalGwt b]zsf] jf hgtfsf] k|fs[lts jf ;fF:s[lts ;Dkbf eg]/ 
b]vfpg ;lsg] s'g} klg j:t' tyf gd"gfnfO{ To;sf] d"n b]z jf hgtfn] 
kmsf{pg vf]h]df ;DalGwt ;+u|xfnon], olb sfg"gL ?kdf To;f] ug{ :jtGq 
ePdf, o;nfO{ lkmtf{ ug{] sfddf ;xof]u ug{ lz3| / lhDd]jf/Lk"0f{ sbd 
rfNg' kb{5 .

^=$ sJhf ul/Psf] b]zaf6 NofOPsf ;fF:s[lts j:t'x?

;+u|xfnox?n] sJhf ul/Psf] e"efuaf6 NofOPsf ;fF:s[lts j:t'x?nfO{ 
v/Lb ug]{ jf xfFl;n ug]{ sfo{af6 k/ /xg' kb{5 / ;fF:s[lts jf k|fs[lts 
;fdfu|Lx?sf] cfoft, lgof{t tyf :yfgfGt/0fnfO{ lgodg ug]{ ;a} sfg"g 
tyf ;lGwx?nfO{ k"0f{?kn] ;Ddfg ug'{ kb{5 .
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— VII —
MUSEUMS OPERATE 

IN A LEGAL MANNER.

6.5 Contemporary Communities
Where museum activities involve a contemporary community 
or its heritage, acquisitions should only be made based on 
informed and mutual consent without exploitation of the owner 
or informants. Respect for the wishes of the community 
involved should be paramount.

6.6 Funding of Community Activities
When seeking funds for activities involving contemporary 
communities, their interests should not be compromised 
(see 1.10).

6.7 Use of Collections from Contemporary Communities
Museum usage of collections from contemporary communities 
requires respect for human dignity and the traditions 
and cultures that use such material. Such collections should be 
used to promote human well-being, social development, 
tolerance, and respect by advocating multisocial, multicultural 
and multilingual expression (see 4.3).

6.8 Supporting Organisations in the Community
Museums should create a favourable environment for 
community support (e.g., Friends of Museums and other 
supporting organisations), recognise their contribution 
and promote a harmonious relationship between 
the community and museum personnel.

;]jf k|bfg ug]{ ;d'bfok|ltsf] ;Ddfg

^=% ;d;fdlos ;d'bfo

;d;fdlos ;d'bfo jf p;sf ;Dkbfx? ;+nUg x'g] ;+u|xfnosf 
ultljlwx?df ;DalGwt ;Dkbfsf dflns nf ;"rgfbftfnfO{ xflg gx'g] 
u/L ;";rLt Pj+ cfk;L ;xdtLsf cfwf/df -;+u|x0fLo j:t'sf]_ xfFl;n ug'{ 
kb{5 . ;+nUg ;d'bfosf k|lt ;jf]{Rr ;Ddfg x'g' kb{5 .

^=^ ;fd'bflos lqmofsnfkdf cfly{s ;xof]u

;d;fdlos ;d'bfox? ;+nUg lqmofsnfkx?sf nflu cfly{s ;xof]usf] 
vf]hL ubf{ pgLx?sf] cle?rL;Fu ;Demf}tf ug'{ x'Fb}g -!=!) x]g'{xf];\_ .

^=& ;d;fdlos ;d'bfo;Fu ;+sng ul/Psf ;+u|lxt j:t'x?sf] 
k|of]u

;d;fdlos ;d'bfo;Fuaf6 ;+slnt ;+u|lxt j:t'x?nfO{ ;+u|xfnosf] k|of]
hgsf nflu k|of]u ubf{ dfgjLo cfTd;Ddfg tyf o:tf j:t'x?sf]  
k|of]u ug]{ k/+kf Pj+ ;+:s[ltk|ltsf] ;Ddfg cfjZos kb{5 . o:tf ;+u|lxt 
j:t'x?sf] k|of]u jx'If]qLom jx';fF:s[lts Pj+ jx'eflifs cleJolQmsf] jsfnt 
ub}{ dfgj ;d[l4, ;fdflhs ljsf;, ;lxi0f'tf / ;Ddfgs]f k|a4{g ug{sf 
nflu x'g' kb{5 .

^=* ;d'bfodf ePsf ;+3;+:yfx?nfO{ d2t ug]{

;+u|xfnox?n] ;fd'bflos ;xof]u -h:t} ;+u|xfnosf ;fyL Pj+ cGo  
;xof]uL ;+3;+:yfx?_ sf nflu pko'Qm jftfj/0f ;[hgf ug]{, pgLx?sf] of]
ubfgsf] sb/ ug]{ tyf ;d'bfo / ;+u|xfnosf sd{rf/Lsf aLr ;f}xfb|k"0f{ 
;+DaGwsf] k|a4{g ug'{ kb{5 .



;+u|xfnox? sfg"gL 9+un] ;~rfng 
x'G5g\ 

–– & ––

MUSEUMS OPERATE
IN A LEGAL MANNER.

Principle
Museums must conform fully to international,
regional, national and local legislation and treaty
obligations. In addition, the governing body should
comply with any legally binding trusts or conditions
relating to any aspect of the museum, its collections
and operations.

l;4fGt
;+u|xfnox?n] cGt/f{li6«o, If]lqo, /fli6«o Pj+ :yfgLo sfg"g 
tyf ;lGwx? k"0f{?kn] kfngf ug'{ kb{5 . o;sf cltl/St, 
;~rfns lgsfon] ;+u|xfno, o;df ;+u|lxt j:t' Pj+  
;~rfngsf s'g} kIf;Fu ;DalGwt a}wflgs ?kn] afWosf/L x'g' 
kg]{ bfloTj jf zt{x? kfngf ug'{ kb{5 .
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Principle
Museums must conform fully to international, 
regional, national and local legislation and treaty 
obligations. In addition, the governing body should 
comply with any legally binding trusts or conditions 
relating to any aspect of the museum, its collections 
and operations. 

7.1 National and Local Legislation
Museums should conform to all national and local laws 
and respect the legislation of other states as they affect 
their operation.

7.2 International Legislation
Museum policy should acknowledge the following international 
legislation that is taken as a standard in interpreting the ICOM 
Code of Ethics for Museums:

n (“The Hague Convention” First Protocol, 
1954, and Second Protocol, 1999);

 (UNESCO, 1970);

 (Washington, 1973);
(UN, 1992);

 (UNIDROIT, 1995);

 (UNESCO, 2001);

 (UNESCO, 2003).

sfg"gL k|f?k

&=! /fli6«o Pj+ :yfgLo ljwfg

;+u|xfnox?n] pgLx?sf] ;~rfngdf k|efj kfg]{ ;j} /fli6«o tyf :yfgLo 

sfg"gx?sf] kfngf ug]{ cGo /fHosf ljwfgnfO{ ;Ddfg ug'{ kb{5 .

&=@ cGt/f{li6«o ljwfg

;+u|xfno ;DaGwL gLltn] tn pNn]lvt cGt/f{li6«o ljwfgx?sf] dfGotf 
lbg' kb{5Ù oL ljwfgx?nfO{ ;+u|xfnox? ;DaGwL cfOsdsf] cfrf/–;+lxtf 
ljZn]if0fsf] dfkb08sf ?kdf lnOPsf] 5 M

•sGe]G;g km/ b k|f]6]S;g ckm sNr/n k|f]k6L{ Og b Oe]G6 ckm cfD8{ 
slGkmS6 jLy /]u'n]zg km/ b PlShSo'zg ckm b sGe]G;g -…b x]u sGe]

G;gÚ k|yd k|f]6f]sn, !(%$, / bf];|f] k|f]6f]sn, !(((_Ù

•sGe]G;g cg b ldG; ckm k|f]lxljl6ª P08 lk|e]lG6ª b OlNnl;6 ODkf]6{, 
PSkf]6{ P08 6«fG;km/ ckm cf]jg/zLk ckm sNr/n k|f]k6L{ -o'g]:sf], 
!(&)_Ù

•sGe]G;g cg b OG6/g]zgn 6«]8 Og OG8]Gh8{ :kL;Lh ckm jfON8 
kmfpg P08 nf]/f -jfl;ª\6g, !(&#_Ù

•sGe]G;g cg afonf]lhsn 8fOel;{6L -o"Pg, !(&#_Ù
•o"PgcfO{8Lcf/cf]cfO{6L sGe]G;g cg :6f]ng c/ ONn]uNnL PS:kf]6]{8 
sNr/n cJh]S6\; - o"PgcfO{8Lcf/cf]cfO{6L, !((%_Ù

•sGe]G;g cg b k|f]6]S;g ckm b c08/jf6/ sNr/n x]l/6]h -o'g]:sf], 
@))!_Ù

•sGe]G;g km/ b ;]kmufl8{ª ckm b OG6\ofGhLjn sNr/n x]l/6]h 
-o'g]:sf], @))#_ .



;+u|xfnox?n] Joj;flos 9+un] sfd 
ub{5g\ .

–– * ––

MUSEUMS OPERATE
IN A PROFESSIONAL MANNER.

Principle
Members of the museum profession should observe
accepted standards and laws and uphold the dignity
and honour of their profession. They should safeguard
the public against illegal or unethical professional
conduct. Every opportunity should be used to inform
and educate the public about the aims, purposes,
and aspirations of the profession to develop
a better public understanding of the contributions
of museums to society.

l;4fGt
;+u|xfno k]zfsf ;b:ox?n] :jLs[t dfkb08 tyf sfg"gx-
?sf] cg';/0f ug'{ kb{5 / cfkm\gf] k]zfk|lt ;Ddfg tyf 
OHht ug{' kb{5 . pgLx?n] cj}wflgs jf cg}lts Joj;flos 
cfr/0f ug{af6 ;j{wf/0fnfO{ hf]ufpg' kb{5 . ;dfhdf ;+u|xf-
nosf] of]ubfgsf af/]df cem} /fd|f] ;fj{hlgs a'emfOsf] ljsf; ug{ 
of] k]zfsf nIo, p2]Zo Pj+ cfsf+Iffx?sf af/]df ;j{;fwf/0fnfO{ 
;';"rLt / lzlIft ug]{ sfo{df x/]s cj;/nfO{ k|of]u ug'{ kb{5 .
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Principle
Members of the museum profession should observe 
accepted standards and laws and uphold the dignity 
and honour of their profession. They should safeguard 
the public against illegal or unethical professional 
conduct. Every opportunity should be used to inform 
and educate the public about the aims, purposes, 
and aspirations of the profession to develop 
a better public understanding of the contributions 
of museums to society.

8.1 Familiarity with Relevant Legislation
Every member of the museum profession should be conversant 
with relevant international, national and local legislation 
and the conditions of their employment. They should avoid 
situations that could be construed as improper conduct.

8.2 Professional Responsibility
Members of the museum profession have an obligation 
to follow the policies and procedures of their employing 
institution. However, they may properly object to practices 
that are perceived to be damaging to a museum, 
to the profession, or to matters of professional ethics. 

8.3 Professional Conduct
Loyalty to colleagues and to the employing museum 
is an important professional responsibility and must 
be based on allegiance to fundamental ethical principles 
applicable to the profession as a whole. These principles 
should comply with the terms of the ICOM Code of Ethics 
for Museums and be aware of any other codes or policies 
relevant to museum work.

8.4 Academic and Scientific Responsibilities
Members of the museum profession should promote the 
investigation, preservation, and use of information inherent 
in collections. They should, therefore, refrain from any activity 
or circumstance that might result in the loss of such academic 
and scientific data.

8.5 The Illicit Market
Members of the museum profession should not support 
the illicit traffic or market in natural or cultural property, 
directly or indirectly.

Joj;flos cfr/0f

*=! pko'St sfg"gL Joj:yfsf af/]df kl/lrt

;+u|xfno k]zfsf x/]s ;b:o pko'St cGt/f{/fli6«o, /fli6«o tyf :yfgLo 
sfg"gL Joj:yfsf / pgLx?sf] /f]huf/Lsf zt{x?sf af/]df hfgsf/ x'g' 
kb{5 . pgLx? cg'rLt Jojxf/sf] cy{ nfUg ;Sg] kl/l:yltx?af6 k/  
/xg' kb{5 .

*=@ Joj;flos lhDd]jf/L

cfkm"nfO{ /f]huf/L lbg] ;+:yfsf gLlt tyf k|lqmofx? cg';/0f ug'{ 
;+u|xfnosf ;b:ox?sf] bfloTj x'g cfpF5 . tyflk, ;+u|xfno, k]zf, jf  
k]zfut g}lts Jojxf/nfO{ xfgL k'¥ofpg ;Sg] Jojxf/sf lj?4 prLt  
t/Lsfn] cfklQ hgfpg ;S5g\ .

*=# Joj;flos cfr/0f

;xsdL{x? / /f]huf/bftf ;+u|xfnok|lt jkmfbf/ /xg' Ps dxTjk"0f{ 
Joj;flos lhDd]jf/L xf] / of] ;du|df of] k]zfdf nfu" x'g] cfwf/e"t g}
lts l;4fGtk|ltsf] jkmfbf/Ltfdf cfwfl/t x'g' kb{5 . oL l;4fGtx? 
;+u|xfnox? ;DaGwL cfOsd cfrf/–;+lxtfsf zt{x? cg's"n x'g'sf ;fy} 
;+u|xfno sfo{;Fu ;DalGWt cGo ;+lxtf Pj+ gLltx?sf af/]df kl/lrt 
ePsf] x'g' kb{5 .

*=$ k|fl1s tyf j}1flgs lhDd]jf/Lx?

;+u|xfno k]zfsf ;b:ox?n] ;+u|lxt j:t'x?df cGt/lglxt ;"rgfsf] 
cg';Gwfg, ;+/If0f tyf k|of]unfO{ k|a4{g ug'{ kb{5 . To;}n] pgLx? o:tf 
k|fl1s tyf j}1flgs 8f6fx? x/fpg ;Sg] ultljlw jf kl/l:yltx?af6 
6f9} /xg' kb{5 .

*=% cj}w ahf/

;+u|xfno k]zfsf ;b:ox?n] k|ToIf jf k/f]If?kdf k|fs[lts jf ;fF:s[lts 
;DklQx?sf] cj}w j]rljvg jf jhf/Ls/0f ug'{ x'Fb}g .
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8.6 Confidentiality
Members of the museum profession must protect confidential 
information obtained during their work. In addition, 
information about items brought to the museum for 
identification is confidential and should not be published 
or passed to any other institution or person without specific 
authorisation from the owner. 

8.7 Museum and Collection Security
Information about the security of the museum or of private 
collections and locations visited during official duties must 
be held in strict confidence by museum personnel. 

8.8 Exception to the Obligation for Confidentiality
Confidentiality is subject to a legal obligation to assist the police 
or other proper authorities in investigating possible stolen, 
illicitly acquired, or illegally transferred property. 

8.9 Personal Independence
While members of a profession are entitled to a measure 
of personal independence, they must realise that no private 
business or professional interest can be wholly separated from 
their employing institution. 

8.10 Professional Relationships
Members of the museum profession form working relationships 
with numerous other persons within and outside the museum 
in which they are employed. They are expected to render their 
professional services to others efficiently and to a high standard. 

8.11 Professional Consultation
It is a professional responsibility to consult other colleagues 
within or outside the museum when the expertise available 
in the museum is insufficient to ensure good decision-making. 

8.12 Gifts, Favours, Loans, or Other Personal Benefits
Museum employees must not accept gifts, favours, loans, 
or other personal benefits that may be offered to them 
in connection with their duties for the museum. Occasionally 
professional courtesy may include the giving and receiving 
of gifts, but this should always take place in the name of 
the institution concerned. 

8.13 Outside Employment or Business Interests
Members of the museum profession, although entitled 
to a measure of personal independence, must realise 
that no private business or professional interest can be wholly 
separated from their employing institution. They should 
not undertake other paid employment or accept outside 
commissions that are in conflict, or may be viewed as being 
in conflict, with the interests of the museum. 

8.14 Dealing in Natural or Cultural Heritage
Members of the museum profession should not participate 
directly or indirectly in dealing (buying or selling for profit) 
in the natural or cultural heritage. 

8.15 Interaction with Dealers
Museum professionals should not accept any gift, hospitality, 
or any form of reward from a dealer, auctioneer, or other person 
as an inducement to purchase or dispose of museum items, 
or to take or refrain from taking official action. Furthermore, 
a museum professional should not recommend a particular 
dealer, auctioneer, or appraiser to a member of the public. 

*=^ uf]kgLotf

;+u|xfno k]zfsf ;b:ox?n] pgLx?sf] sfdsf qmddf k|fKt u/]sf  
uf]Ko ;"rgfx?sf] ;+/If0f ug'{ kb{5 . o;sf cltl/St, klxrfgsf nflu 
;+u|xfnodf NofOPsf j:t'x?sf] ;"rgf uf]Ko x'G5 / o;nfO{ ;DalGwt 
j:t'sf] dflnssf] ljz]if clwsf/–kq ljgf k|sfzg ug]{ jf cGo ;+3;+:yf 
jf JolQmnfO{ k|bfg ug'{ x'Fb}g .

*=& ;+u|xfno / ;+u|lxt j:t'sf] ;'/Iff

;+u|xfnosf sd{rf/Lx?n] ;+u|xfnosf] jf gLlh ;+sngsf] ;'/Iff tyf 
sfdsf lznlznfdf e|0fu u/]sf :yffgx?;Fu ;DalGwt ;"rgfx?nfO{ 
clgjfo{?kdf uf]Ko /fVg' kb{5 .

*=* uf]kgLotf kfngf ug'{ kg]{ bfloTjsf ckjfbx?

uf]kgLotf kfngf ug'{ kg]{ cj:yf ;+efljt rf]/Lsf, cj}w 9+un] k|fKt u/]sf 
jf u}/sfg"gL ?kdf x:tfGt/0f ePsf ;DklQx?sf] cg';Gwfgdf k|x/L jf 
cGo pko'Qm clwsf/Lx?nfO{ ;xof]u ug{sf nflu sfg"gL bfloTjdf lge{/ 
ub{5 .

*=( JolQmut :jtGqtf

s'g} klg k]zfsf ;b:ox? s]lx dfqfdf JolQmut :jtGqtfsf nflu xsbf/ 
x'g] ePtf klg, pgLx?n] s] s'/f a'em\g' kb{5 eg] pgLx?sf] gLlh Joj;fo 
jf Jojf;flos cle?rLnfO{ pgLx?sf] /f]huf/bftf ;+:yfaf6 k"0f{?kdf  
5'6\ofpg ldNb}g .

*=!) Joj;flos ;DaGwx?

;+u|xfno Joj;fosf ;b:ox?n] cfkm"n] sfd ug]{ ;+u|xfno leq / aflx/
sf y'k}| JolQmx?;Fu Joj;flos ;DaGw agfpFb5g\ . pgLx?n] c?nfO{ 
k|efjsf/L Pj+ pRr :t/Lo Joj;flos ;]jf k|bfg ug]{ ck]Iff /flvPsf] x'G5 

.*=!! Joj;flos k/fdz{

lg0f{o k|lqmof /fd|f] ePsf] ;'lglZrt ug{ ;+u|xfnodf pknAw ljz]if1tf 
ck'u ePdf ;+u|xfno eGbf leq jf aflx/sf ;xsdL{x?;Fu k/fdz{ ug'{ 
Joj;flos lhDd]jf/L xf] .
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8.6 Confidentiality
Members of the museum profession must protect confidential 
information obtained during their work. In addition, 
information about items brought to the museum for 
identification is confidential and should not be published 
or passed to any other institution or person without specific 
authorisation from the owner. 

8.7 Museum and Collection Security
Information about the security of the museum or of private 
collections and locations visited during official duties must 
be held in strict confidence by museum personnel. 

8.8 Exception to the Obligation for Confidentiality
Confidentiality is subject to a legal obligation to assist the police 
or other proper authorities in investigating possible stolen, 
illicitly acquired, or illegally transferred property. 

8.9 Personal Independence
While members of a profession are entitled to a measure 
of personal independence, they must realise that no private 
business or professional interest can be wholly separated from 
their employing institution. 

8.10 Professional Relationships
Members of the museum profession form working relationships 
with numerous other persons within and outside the museum 
in which they are employed. They are expected to render their 
professional services to others efficiently and to a high standard. 

8.11 Professional Consultation
It is a professional responsibility to consult other colleagues 
within or outside the museum when the expertise available 
in the museum is insufficient to ensure good decision-making. 

8.12 Gifts, Favours, Loans, or Other Personal Benefits
Museum employees must not accept gifts, favours, loans, 
or other personal benefits that may be offered to them 
in connection with their duties for the museum. Occasionally 
professional courtesy may include the giving and receiving 
of gifts, but this should always take place in the name of 
the institution concerned. 

8.13 Outside Employment or Business Interests
Members of the museum profession, although entitled 
to a measure of personal independence, must realise 
that no private business or professional interest can be wholly 
separated from their employing institution. They should 
not undertake other paid employment or accept outside 
commissions that are in conflict, or may be viewed as being 
in conflict, with the interests of the museum. 

8.14 Dealing in Natural or Cultural Heritage
Members of the museum profession should not participate 
directly or indirectly in dealing (buying or selling for profit) 
in the natural or cultural heritage. 

8.15 Interaction with Dealers
Museum professionals should not accept any gift, hospitality, 
or any form of reward from a dealer, auctioneer, or other person 
as an inducement to purchase or dispose of museum items, 
or to take or refrain from taking official action. Furthermore, 
a museum professional should not recommend a particular 
dealer, auctioneer, or appraiser to a member of the public. 

:jfy{x?sf] aemfg -klbo bfloTj JolQmut kmfObfsfnflu 
k|of]udf cfpg ;Sg] cj:yf_

*=!@ pkxf/, s[kf C0f jf cGo JolQmut kmfObfx?

;+u|xfnosf sd{rf/Lx?n] ;+u|xfnodf cfkm"n] u/]sf] sfd;Fu ;DalGwt 
/x]/ k|bfg ul/Psf s'g} klg pkxf/, s[kf, C0f jf cGo s'g} JolQmut 
kmfObf x'g] rLhx? u|x0f ug'{ x'Fb}g . obfsbf Joj;flos lzi6frf/ cGt/
ut pkxf/ lbg] jf lng] s'/fx? klg ;dfj]z x'g ;S5g\ ,t/ of] ;DalGwt 
;+:yfsf gfddf x'g' kb{5 .

*=!# /f]huf/L jf Joj;fosf] :jfy{eGbf aflx/

;+u|xfno k]zfsf ;b:ox? s]lx dfqfdf JolQmut :jtGqtfsf nflu xsbf/ 
x'g] ePtf klg, pgLx?sf] gLlh Joj;fo jf Jojf;flos cle?rLnfO{ 
pgLx?sf] /f]huf/bftf ;+:yfaf6 k"0f{?kdf 5'6\ofpg ldNb}g eGg] s'/f 
pgLx?n] a'em\g' kb{5 . pgLx?n] -cfkm" ;Da4_ ;+u|xfnosf] :jfy{;Fu 
aflemg] cGo j}tflgs /f]huf/L ug]{ jf aflx/af6 sld;g lng' x'Fb}g .

*=!$ k|fs[lts jf ;fF:s[lts ;Dkbfsf] sf/f]jf/

;+u|xfno k]zfsf ;b:ox?n] k|ToIf jf ck|ToIf?kdf k|fs[lts jf ;fF:s[lts 
;Dkbfsf] sf/f]af/ -gfkmfsf nflu lsGg] jf a]Rg]_ df ;xefuL x'g' x'Fb}g .

*=!% ljqm]tfx?;Fu cGt/lqmof

;+u|xfnosf sd{rf/Lx?n] ;+u|xfnosf ;fdfu|Lx? lsGg] jf lj;h{g ug]{ jf 
cf}krfl/s sf/jfxL ug]{ jf gug]{ eGg] eGg] pS;fx6df cfP/  
ljqm]tf -8Ln/_, lnnfdstf{ jf cGo JolQmaf6 s'g} klg pkxf/, cfltYotf 
jf s'g} k|sf/sf Ogfdx? :jLsf/ ug'{ x'Fb}g . o;sf ;fy}, ;+u|xfnosf] 
Pp6f sd{rf/Ln] hg;fwf/nfO{ vfz ljqm]tf, lnnfdstf{ jf d"Nofª\sgstf{ 
eg]/ l;kmfl/z ug'{ x'Fb}g .
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8.16 Private Collecting
Members of the museum profession should not compete 
with their institution either in the acquisition of objects 
or in any personal collecting activity. An agreement between 
the museum professional and the governing body 
concerning any private collecting must be formulated 
and scrupulously followed. 

8.17 Use of the Name and Logo of ICOM
The name of the organisation, its acronym or its logo may 
not be used to promote or endorse any for-profit operation 
or product. 

8.18 Other Conflicts of Interest
Should any other conflict of interest develop between 
an individual and the museum, the interests of the museum 
should prevail. 

*=!^ gLlh k|of]hgsf nflu ;+u|lxt ug]{

;+u|xfno k]zfsf ;b:ox?n] ;+u|lxt j:t'sf] k|fKtL jf cGo JolQmut 
;+u|xsf nflu cfkm\gf] ;+:yf;Fu k|lt:kwf{ ug'{ x'Fb}g . gLlh k|of]hgsf nflu 

;+sng ug]{ ;DaGwdf ;+u|xfnosf sd{rf/L / ;~rfns lgsfosf aLr Ps 
k|sf/sf] ;Demf}tf x'g' kb{5 / o;nfO{ OdfGbf/Ltfsf ;fy kfngf ug'{  

kb{5 .

*=!& cfOsdsf] gfd / nf]uf]sf] k|of]u

;+:yfsf] gfd, o;sf] cflbjl0f{s zAbfjnL jf o;sf] nf]uf] s'g} klg 
gfkmfd"ns sfd jf pTkfbgsf] k|a4{g jf k"i6L ug{ k|of]u ug{ ;lsg] 5}g .

*=!* :jfy{ aflemg] cGo cj:yfx?

JolQm / ;+u|xfnosf aLr :jfy{ aflemg] cGo cj:yfx? cfPdf, ;+u|xfnosf] 
:jfy{n] lhTg]5 .
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GLOSSARY
Appraisal 
The authentication and valuation of an object or specimen. 
In certain countries the term is used for an independent 
assessment of a proposed gift for tax benefit purposes.

Conflict of Interest
The existence of a personal or private interest that gives rise 
to a clash of principle in a work situation, thus restricting, 
or having the appearance of restricting, the objectivity 
of decision making.

Conservator-Restorer
Museum or independent personnel competent to undertake 
the technical examination, preservation, conservation 
and restoration of cultural property. (For further information, 
see , vol. 39, no1 (1986), pp. 5-6.)

Cultural Heritage
Any thing or concept considered of aesthetic, historical, 
scientific or spiritual significance.

Dealing 
Buying and selling items for personal or institutional gain.

Due Diligence
The requirement that every endeavour is made to establish 
the facts of a case before deciding a course of action, 
particularly in identifying the source and history of an item 
offered for acquisition or use before acquiring it.

Governing Body
The persons or organisations defined in the enabling legislation 
of the museum as responsible for its continuance, strategic 
development and funding.

zJbfnLx?sf] kl/efiff

n]vfhf]vf

s'g} klg j:t' jf gd"gfsf] k|df0fLs/0f tyf d"Nofª\sg . s'g} s'g} b]zx?df 
of] zJbfjnLnfO{ s/af6 x'g] kmfObfsf] k|of]hgsf nflu k|:tfljt pkxf/sf] 
:jtGq d"Nofª\sgsf] cy{df k|of]u ul/G5 .

:jfy{x?sf] aemfg 

JolQmut jf gLlh cle?rL h;n] j:t'ut 9+un] lg0f{o ug]{ k|lqmofdfly 
k|ltaGw nufpg] jf nufPsf] h:tf] k|ltt x'g] u/L sfo{:yndf -Joj;flos_ 
l;4fGtk|lt 6s/fj pTkGg u/fpF5 .

;+/Ifs–k'g:Yff{ks

;fF:s[lts ;DklQsf] k|fljlw kl/If0f, hu]gf{, ;+/If0f tyf k'g:yf{kg sfo{sf 
nflu lhDd]jf/ ;+u|xfnosf jf :jtGq sd{rf/L ljefu -yk hgsf/Lsf 
nflu cfOsd Go"h, ef]No'd #(, Pg)! -!(*^), k[i7 g+= %–^ x]g'{xf];\_ .

;fF:s[lts ;Dkbf

;f}Gbo{zf:qLo, P]ltxfl;s, j}1flgs jf cfWoflTds dxTjsf] dflgg] s'g} klg 
j:t' jf cjwf/0ff .

sf/f]jf/

JolQmut jf ;+:yfut kmfObfsf nflu j:t'x? lsga]r ug]{

oyf]lrt kl/>d 

vfz u/]/ ;+u|xfnox?sf nflu eg]/ k|:tfj ul/Psf s'g} j:t'x?sf] ;|f]t 
tyf Oltxf;sf] klxrfg ubf{ jf To:tf j:t'x?nfO{ k|fKt ug'{ eGbf cl3 g} 
k|of]u ug]{ ;DaGwdf s:tf] k|sf/sf] sfo{afxL ckgfpg] eg]/ lg0f{o ug'{eGbf 
klxn] pSt ljifosf af/]df ;TotYo k|df0fx? h'6fpgsf nflu rflxg] ;a} 
k|oTgx? ug'{ kg]{ cfjZostf .

;~rfns lgsfo

;+u|xfnosf] -sfo{;~rfngsf nflu_ ;xhLs/0f ug{sf nflu agfOPsf] 
ljwfgdf o;sf] lg/Gt/tf, /0fg}lts ljsf; tyf cfly{s;|f]tsf nflu  

lhDd]jf/ elg tf]lsPsf JolQm Pj+ ;+:yfx? .
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Non-profit Organisation 
A legally established body—corporate or unincorporated—
whose income (including any surplus or profit) is used solely 
for the benefit of that body and its operations. The term 
“not-for-profit” has the same meaning.

Provenance
The full history and ownership of an item from the time 
of its discovery or creation to the present day, through 
which authenticity and ownership are determined. 

Valid Title
Indisputable right to ownership of property, supported by full 
provenance of the item since discovery or production.

*

Income-generating Activities 
Activities intended to bring financial gain or profit 
for the benefit of the institution.

Legal Title
Legal right to ownership of property in the country concerned. 
In certain countries this may be a conferred right and 
insufficient to meet the requirements of a due diligence search. 

Minimum Standard
A standard to which it is reasonable to expect all museums 
and museum personnel to aspire. Certain countries have 
their own statements of minimum standards.

Museum*
A museum is a non-profit, permanent institution 
in the service of society and its development, 
open to the public, which acquires, conserves, 
researches, communicates and exhibits the tangible 
and intangible heritage of humanity and its environment 
for the purposes of education, study and enjoyment.

Museum Professional*
Museum professionals include all staff of the museums 
and institutions qualifying as museums in accordance 
with the definition stated within the scope of Article 3, 
Section 1 and 2 of the ICOM Statutes, and persons who, 
in a professional capacity, have as their main activity 
to provide services, knowledge and expertise for museums 
and the museum community.

Natural Heritage
Any natural thing, phenomenon or concept, considered to 
be of scientific significance or to be a spiritual manifestation.

cfo–cfh{g ultljlwx?

;+:yfsf] lxtsf nflu ljQLo kmfObf jf gfkmf cfh{g ug{] p4]Zon] 
;~rflnt ultljlwx? .

sfg"gL xs

;DalGwt b]zdf ;DklQsf] :jfldTj ;DaGwL sfg"gL clwsf/ . s]lx b]zx?df 
o;nfO{ k|bQ clwsf/sf ?kdf klg lnOPsf] x'g ;S5Ù o:tf] clwsf/ 
;DalGwt j:t'sf] -Oltxf;sf]_ vf]hLsf nflu ug'{ kg]{ oyf]lrt kl/>dsf 
nflu kof{Kt x'Fb}g .

Go"gtd dfkb08

;a} ;+u|xfnox? tyf ;+u|xfnosf sd{rf/Lx?sf] clenfiffsf af/]
df ts{;+ut ck]Iff ug{ ;lsg] Pp6f dfkb08 . s]lx b]zx?sf Go"gtd 
dfkb08sf cfkm\g} JofVofgx? x'G5g\ .

;+u|xfno*
;+u|xfno u}/–gfkmfd"ns, ;dfhsf] ;]jf / o;sf] ljsf;df ;dlk{t, 
hg;fwf/0fsf nflu v'Nnf /xg] Pp6f :yfoL ;+:yf xf] h;n] lzIff, 
cWoog / dgf]/~hgsf nflu dfgjtf / o;sf] jftfj/0fsf d"t{ tyf cd"t{ 

;Dkbfx?nfO{ k|fKt ug]{, ;+/If0f ug]{, cg';Gwft, ;~rf/ Pj+ k|b{zg ub{5 .

;+u|xfno sd{rf/L*
;+u|xfnosf sd{rf/Lx? cGt/ut ;+u|xfno / cfOsdsf] ljwfgsf] wf/f 
#, ;]S;g ! / @ sf] sfo{If]qleq pNn]v ul/Psf] kl/efiff cg';f/ 
;+u|xfnosf nflu of]Uo ;+:yfx?sf sd{rf/Lx? Pj+ cfkm\gf] Joj;flos x}
l;otdf d'Vo u/]/ ;+u|xfno / ;+u|xfno ;d'bfosf nflu ;]jf, 1fg tyf 
ljz]if1tf k|bfg ug]{ sfd ug]{ JolQmx? ;dfj]z x'G5g\ .

k|fs[lts ;Dkbf

s'g} klg k|fs[lts j:t', 36gf jf cjwf/0ff h;nfO{ j}1fglgs dxTjsf] 
ePsf] jf cfWoflTds cleJolQm x'g ;Sg] ljZjf; ul/G5 .
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Non-profit Organisation 
A legally established body—corporate or unincorporated—
whose income (including any surplus or profit) is used solely 
for the benefit of that body and its operations. The term 
“not-for-profit” has the same meaning.

Provenance
The full history and ownership of an item from the time 
of its discovery or creation to the present day, through 
which authenticity and ownership are determined. 

Valid Title
Indisputable right to ownership of property, supported by full 
provenance of the item since discovery or production.

*

Income-generating Activities 
Activities intended to bring financial gain or profit 
for the benefit of the institution.

Legal Title
Legal right to ownership of property in the country concerned. 
In certain countries this may be a conferred right and 
insufficient to meet the requirements of a due diligence search. 

Minimum Standard
A standard to which it is reasonable to expect all museums 
and museum personnel to aspire. Certain countries have 
their own statements of minimum standards.

Museum*
A museum is a non-profit, permanent institution 
in the service of society and its development, 
open to the public, which acquires, conserves, 
researches, communicates and exhibits the tangible 
and intangible heritage of humanity and its environment 
for the purposes of education, study and enjoyment.

Museum Professional*
Museum professionals include all staff of the museums 
and institutions qualifying as museums in accordance 
with the definition stated within the scope of Article 3, 
Section 1 and 2 of the ICOM Statutes, and persons who, 
in a professional capacity, have as their main activity 
to provide services, knowledge and expertise for museums 
and the museum community.

Natural Heritage
Any natural thing, phenomenon or concept, considered to 
be of scientific significance or to be a spiritual manifestation.

u}/–gfkmfd"ns ;+3;+:yf

a}wflgs?kdf :yflkt lgsfo —lguldt jf clguldt— h;sf] cfo -s'g} 
klg art jf kmfObf_ pQm lgsfosf] lxt / To;sf] ;~rfngsf nflu dfq} 
k|of]u ul/G5 . ægfkmf gvf]Hg]Æ zJbfjnLsf] klg olx cy{ x'G5 .

pb\ud:yn 

s'g} klg j:t'sf] cfljZsf/ ePsf] jf ;[hgf ePsf] ;do b]lv clxn] 
;Ddsf] k"0f{ Oltxf; tyf :jfldTj h;sf cfwf/df -pSt j:t'sf]_ 

k|fdfl0fstf / :jfldTjsf] lgwf{/0f ul/G5 .

sfg"gL xs

j:t'sf] cflj:sf/ jf pTkfbg eP b]lvsf] pTklQ–Oltxf;n] ;d]t k'i6L ug]{ 
;DklQdflysf] :jfldTjsf] lglj{jfb clwsf/ .

*o; zJbsf]ifdf æ;+u|xfnoÆ / æ;+u|xfno sd{rf/LÆ sf  
kl/efiffx? @)!^ h'nfO{ ( df O6fnLsf] ldnfgdf cfof]lht cfOsdsf] 
cltl/St ;fwf/0f ;efn] kfl/t u/]sf cfOsd ljwfgx?df pNn]v ul/P 
cg';f/ k|:t't ul/Psf] 5 .
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The cornerstone of ICOM is the ICOM Code 
of Ethics for Museums. It sets minimum standards 
of professional practice and performance for 
museums and their staff. In joining the organisation, 
ICOM members undertake to abide by this Code. 

The ICOM Code of Professional Ethics was adopted 
unanimously by the 15th General Assembly of ICOM 
in Buenos Aires (Argentina) on 4 November, 1986. 
It was amended by the 20th General Assembly 
in Barcelona (Spain) on 6 July 2001, retitled 
ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums, and revised 
by the 21st General Assembly in Seoul 
(Republic of Korea) on 8 October, 2004.

First published in the three official languages 
of ICOM, the Code of Ethics has been 
translated into numerous other languages 
by ICOM’s committees.

The cornerstone of ICOM is the ICOM Code of Ethics for 
Museums. It sets minimum standards of professional practice 
and performance for museums and their staff. In joining the 
organisation, ICOM members undertake to abide by this Code.

The ICOM Code of Professional Ethics was adopted unanimously by 
the 15th General Assembly of ICOM in Buenos Aires (Argentina) 
on 4 November, 1986. It was amended by the 20th General 
Assembly in Barcelona (Spain) on 6 July 2001, retitled ICOM Code 
of Ethics for Museums, and revised by the 21st General Assembly in 
Seoul (Republic of Korea) on 8 October, 2004.

First published in the three official languages of ICOM, the Code 
of Ethics has been translated into numerous other languages by 
ICOM’s committees.

cGt/f{li6«o ;+u|xfno kl/ifb -cfOsd_ åf/f tof/ kfl/Psf] 
;+u|xfnox? ;DaGwL Jofj;flos cfrf/–;+lxtf cfOsd sf] cfwf/
lznf xf] . o;n] ;+u|xfnox? / ltgsf sd{rf/Lx?sf nflu 
Joj;flos cEof; / sfo{;Dkfbgsf Go"gtd dfgsx? to ub{5 
. o; ;+:yfdf cfa4 ePkl5 cfOsdsf ;b:ox?n] of] cfrf/–
;+lxtfnfO{ dfGg' kb{5 .

cfOsd Joj;flos cfrf/ ;+lxtf $ gf]e]Dj/ !(*^ df ch]{lG6gfsf] 
aOg; PO;{ df ePsf] cfOsdsf] !%cf}+ dxf;efaf6 ;j{;Ddtn] 
kfl/t ePsf] xf] . o;nfO{ kl5 ^ h'nfO{ @))! df :k]gsf] afl;{nf]
gfdf ePsf] @) dxf;efdf ;+;f]wg u/]/ ;+u|xfnox? ;DaGwL cfOsd 
cfrf/– ;+lxtf gfds gofF zLif{s lbOof] . blIf0f sf]l/ofsf] l;of]ndf 
* cS6f]j/ @))$ df ePsf] @! cf}F dxf;efdf o;nfO{ k'gM ;+zf]wg 
ul/Psf] lyof] .

;j{k|yd cfOsdn] ;f+u7lgs k|of]hgsf nflu k|of]u ug]{ tLgj6f 
cflwsfl/s -clkml;on_ efiffx?df k|sflzt of] cfrf/–;+lxtf 
cfOsd ;ldltx?åf/f y'k|} efiffx?df cg'jfb ul/Psf] 5 .


